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LETTER. IL 
Miss Pelham to Mrs. Vane. 

Y^^STERDAY I arrived at my own 
home, and met with a moft afFedion- 
ate reception from the beft of parents, 
whom I found cheerful and well ; 'but 
alas! I could not help weeping for the. 
forrows of my friend, on the foft bofom 
of parental tendemefs. Sir Robert Clif* 
ton was here to receive me. Yet I am at 
Vol. IL B thi» 
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this time fo much out of conceit with 
love, and fo alarmed at the unlimited 
power with which the ceremony that au- 
thorifes the rights of hymen invefts the lord- 
ly fex, that I verily believe I fhall never 
:flnd fufficient courage to go into a church, 
in order to return a ilave. They may, 
flatter as they will; it i^ only meant to draw 
.us into fnares, from which there is no re- 
treat. Submit not, my charming friend, 
to the fentence of your unjuft and jealous 
tyrant ; aflume the pride of injured inno- 
.ccnce, and the rights of liberty. Mr, and 
Mrs. Goldwyn hadnpt^a doulpt of your 
being guiltlefs; would be glad to have 
you with them :: at the fame time they will 
fecommond obedience ;5ind fubmiflion to be 
-pradtifed* Come to me, I will do every 
thing to amufe the prefcnt, moment, and 
to render you forgetful of the paft: aU 
my fiicnds will exettthcmfelves to the 
fame purpofe. Mifs Crefwell is with us, 
and has obtained : leave of abfence for 
.three mpnthj. you are not a moment 

from 
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from our thoughts ; and a' recoUevStion of 
your fitiiation throws a gloom over our 
gay eft fcenes. Evade, then, the injiiftice 
of a fentence which no precedent can 
juftify, and come to us ; the world will 
•not dare to condemn you, whilft felf-pre- 
fervation is confidered as the firft law of 
nature : the moft refolute have not been 
found able to fupport an abfolute feclu* 
fion from fociety. To fubmit to fuch a 
rigid fentence, without dcferving it, I 
would not do it for any tyrant in the uni- 
Terfe ! 

I have told Sir Robert Clifton, that, 
*till the laws are altered in favour of my 
fex, I will not become a wife ; but the 
arch defigner only laughs at my fears, and 
refts his hopes on that afre(9ion which in . 
fome unfufpicious moment I have weakly 
-difcovered. But your tyrant b^s taught 
me wifdom, by (hewing me the danger 
of putting our happincfs in the power of 
thofe fo ready to abufe it; whilft a former 
difappointment has given me reafon to 
B 2 doubt 
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doubt his whole fex. — ^Write to me every 
opportunity : but far rather had I receive 
•a meflage to fetch you here in perfon* 
You have, ere now, heard from Mn 
Ooldwyn : perhaps too, you have heard 
from Mn Vane. Impart^ my Olivia, 
every rircumftance, nor impute this re- 
t}ueft: to the curiofity with which our fex 
is often reproached, but to that unalter- 
able afFeftion which I feel for you, and 
which makes every event that concerns 
you of infinite confequence to 

Xi^lzA Pelham. 
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Mrs. Vane to Mr. Goi/pwyn. 

TTAU GHT by your precepts, my more 

than father, to exped that a certain 

portion of affliftion wpuld.be intermixt with 

the many bleffings that had been thrown in 

my 
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mif path, and inlbnifted by your example not 
to repine, as one divefted of hope, at the 
firft approach of trial, I mean to convince 
you, by my patient refignation, that . I 
have not been inattentive to your inftruc- 
tive lelfons. I own I have been impru- 
dent ; yet intentional . guilt I utterly dif- 
claim. Alas, my dear Sir, if it is a crime 
to weep for the aniguifh of a fellow-crea- 
ture, then indeed I was guilty : I even have 
repeated my fault. This was the crime 
for which I fufFer. — Mr. Vane — ^ah, my 
dear Sir ! what is become of him ? with 
joy I would haften to earth's remoteft 
bounds to be reconciled to him, and to 
hear the gentle found of pardon from his 
lips» At this moment, methinks, I would 
gladly die to make him happy. Contrary 
as it may appear to the romantic notionsy 
too often encouraged by my inexperi- 
enced fcx, I am convinced that I love 
Mr. Vane with a paflion far more lively 
dian I ever felt for the rival for whom he 
has fo cruelly deferted me. His long at- 
B 3 tachmcnt. 
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tachment, his unbounded generofity, JiiV 
flattering indulgence — Oh !' that he could 
but know the heart he fo unjuftly fuf- 
pefts ! he would then be convinced thit 
he alone inhabits there! — I rejoice that 
no one has attempted to fee me fince my 
feclufion from a. world that I already 
ceafe to regret. 

And will you come to me, my beloved 
parents ? Can I comphin of the injuftice 
of Mr. Vane, when he fo kindly permit- 
ted me to be bleil with your fociety, 
though only once a year ? Yet that once . 
was an indulgence beyond any other 
which, in his abfence, I could enjoy.-— 
Come to me, the firft hour you can be 
fpared, we will talk of the dear, felf-de- 
voted wanderer; whilfl: from your lips I 
fliall be taught to fmile on affliftion, coa- 
fider adverfity as a friend, and encourage 
hope to vifit this manfion of defpair. Af- 
fure my brothers and fifters I love them 
more than ever, and regret they cannot 
be of your party hither : but tell them 

not 
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not the reafon, left they ceafe to love the 
caufe of their banifhment. 

Ever your grateful 

and obedient daughtec^. *Ai 

Olivia Vane» 



LETTER IV. 

Mrs. Vane to Miss Pelham. 

T NEED not tell you, Eliza, that your 
letter afforded me pleafure, becaufe I 
hope you are too well acquainted with my 
difpofition, to doubt the friendfhip as fin- 
cere as it is permanent : nor can I help 
regretting that profeffions are all that are 
now left me. 

Talk not to me of the world, my be- 
loved friend, I have no farther bufinefs 
in it. Retirement is faid to be the parent 
B4 ^ of 
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* TV' 
of contentment. But then, you will ex> 

-claiih, itmuft be tlie voluntary choice of 
tttilfe who' feek its fh'elter.' Thae— yet I 
Vlilft it. will at leaft afford peace arid feren- 
ity, pvth to me. Think how the world 
has' ufed me, Eliza, nor wonder at the 
philofophy which the leflbn inculcates. I 
am deferted by hiiti who vowed to be 
my companion, friend, and proteftor. The 
people who knew fo little of me, and by 
whom I am ' furrounded, loudly condemn 
me, without enquiring what has been my 
fault ; and I am cenfured even for the few 
virtues I poiTefs. Every aftion is mifre- 
prefented, and I am accufed of crimes 
ttat my timorous foul fliudders but to 
think of. To a few generous hearts alone 
I (land acquitted. Oh that I could be 
infpired with Roman fortitude I inftead of 
that i cannot look back without trem- 
bling, or forw^ards without horror. My 
beft refolutions, like falfe friends, forfake 
me when their fupport is moft wanted. 
Tins is the laft folemn hour, of filent 

night ; 
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night : perhaps 'tis the gloominefs of the 
hour that iipprefTes this additional defpoa- 
dence on my fpirits. I will not write. %{^ 
more till the morning's light has given m^ 
more refolution*- 

Ik CoNTIKlTATIONi^ 

lam now more cheerful. The fun has 
enlivened me with his gladfome rays, and 
the furrounding fweets of nature have, for 
the prefent, fentenced to banifhment tliat 
culprit Difcontent. 

My fituation, if not happy, is fupport*- 
able : at prefent I have every want fup? 
plied, and I- have enough- to fatisfy the 
neceflities of many, far more wretched 
than myfelf. Join with me to blcfs the 
generous hand tl^at furnilhes me with this 
fweet indulgence : but I am. thought, 
guilty! — and fo have, many other inno^ 
cent and far greater fufFerers.^. Pride and. 
I have done with each other ; therefore I . 
will be filent, and patiently fub'mit to thie 
E 5 obfti-^ 
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obftinacy of my fat^, in hopes that my 
Henry — alas ! no longef mine — that Mr. 
Vane may appear witliout bkme. 

You enquire how I fpend my time. I 
divide it, as equally as circumftances and 
the weather will permit, between reading, 
working, walking, and mufic. I never 
attempt to go beyond the limited bounds 
of my own fweet garden, which I fliould, 
even upon thofe terms think a paradife, if 
my companion had been left me. — I 
fpeak to none, except my own fervants,. 
receive no meflages ; but have ordered 
them to tell every one that fends, I can. 
fee no company. 

Why will you, Eliza, fiifpeft the fin« 
cerity of your prefent lover for the guilt 
of a former? 'Tis ungenerous: it may 
give pain to the heart which I have heard 
is moft fervently attached to you ; and it 
may, one time or other, be the means of 
bringing reprifals upon yourfelf, that may 
be attended with infinite, and perhaps un- 
avaiUng regret. 

No 
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No tidings have 1 yet heard of Mr. Vane, 
no trace is left me to difcover his retreat^ 
but as the imprudent, the unfortunate Da- 
venport is pronounced by the facuky out 
of danger from his wounds, I live in the 
fweet hope that we are both inhabitants of 
the fame kingdom : methinksj if I knew 
he was in ^another clime, every hope 
would foriake my folitary bofom* 

Next mondi I flatter myfelf with the- 
delightful expedtation of being folded iiv^ 
the arms of my paternal friends, th^ fot 
kindly fuppUed the place of thofe affec- 
tionate and amiable parents, whom inex* 
orable death, fuddenly fnatched from theur^ 
helplefs daughter; Gh ! if they are per- 
mitted to look down on earth, how fub- 
Hme muft be their feelings! How much^ 
exalted above the ideas of us mortals theit: 
heavenly attachment to Mr. and Mrs- 
Goldwyn, for having fo tenderly guarded,., 
and anxioufly watched and protefted, the: 
erring footfteps of the fuffering 

OLIVIA Vane. 
B6. UET^ 
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L E T T E R V, 

. Mr, Goldwyn to Mrs* Vane* 

/^N Monday next, nay beloved child, 
' we will be with you. Endeavour to meet 
us with fortitude, nor let an interview, fo 
earncflly defired by all, be overclouded 
with the tears of defpondenee ; convince 
us of your refignation by the eheerfulnefs 
of your reception. The more I refled 
on the haftinefs and fingularity of your 
hufband^s conduft, the more I am con- 
vinced, from the acquaintance I have long 
had with his difpofition, that he is already 
beginning to regret the efFedts of his own 
impetuous jealoufy: refign him then for 
the prefent without complaining. He 
mult ferve his probation to repentance be- 
fore he will be able to acknowledge he 
has aded wrong. When once his love 
and humility can fubdue his pride, and his- 
jeafon, joined to the unerring obedience 

with 
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with which you continue to obferve his 
harili decrees, has convinced him that you 
were innocent, he will again return- to 
you, as tjic only meaps of recovering the 
happinefs he forfeited in the firft moments 
of ungovernable paffion* 

Your mother is preparing for her jour- 
aey, and anxioufly looks forward to the 
period which will reftore to her the de- 
lightful fatisfaftion of embracing her ami- 
able child. Believe us, my Olivia, you 
were never fo dear to our fouk as at this 
prefent hour, 

William Goldwyn* 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

The Meeting. 

nPHE intended viiit of the Goldvvyns 
took place in a few days after the re^ 
ceipt of the preceding letter, and, for a 
time, put an end to the correfpondence* 
Olivia had waited impatiently for their ar- 
rival, and flew to meet them, at the door- 
The firft hour afforded fuch tranfporting 
delight to the forfaken Olivia, that flie- 
almoft forgot her fituation : that over, it. 
was impoflible for her to conceal the de- 
jedtion which had taken poffeffion of her 
jnind. The eyes of thofe affeftionate 
friends too foon difcovered that flie wasv 
much thinner; and the palenefs of her 
countenance made them apprehenfive that 
her health was in danger of fuffering ma- 
terially from her folitude and confine- 
ment: 



OLIVIA. 15 

mcnt : and although they could not think 
of perfuading her to leave the Grove, 
they determined to make ufe of every ef- 
fort in their power, whilft they ftayed, to 
r<ender it as pleafant as poflible. Mr^ 
Gdldwyn, though extremely difpleafed 
with the imprudent conduA of Daven* 
" port, would not give the mod diftant liints 
concerning him ;. yet fometimes, when 
he obferved the dejedtion of Mrs. Vane, 
he fecretly wifhed he had taken no ftep to 
prevent their following the diftates of their 
own hearts ; convinced that, however im- 
prudent, an union between the parties 
could not have been attended with a larger 
portion of mifery to each than the fepara- 
tion had brought upon them. Alarpied,. 
left the life of Mrs- Vane (hould be en- 
dangered from the want of advice, which 
fometimes at the beginning of the moft 
dangerous complaints will prevent their 
being fatal, he fent for Randal, and told 
him, he infifted on Mrs. Vane's having 
fome gentleman of the faculty fent for to 

attend 
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attend her. This requeft, ipKeeling as 
he was, he could not pretend to difpute ; 
and he fuppofed it would meet with the 
approbation of his patron^ when he was 
informed of it. Mr. Goldwyn, thus au* 
thorifed^ begged he would apply to the 
beft apothecary the place afforded, en- 
tered into converfation with him, but 
' avoided mentioning the circumftances that 
had occurred to bring about fo' ftrange a 
revolution of affairs at Vane-Grove ; and 
vainly endeavoured, by the gentlenefs of 
his manners and the benevolence of his 
feritiments, to foften his rugged nature, 
and intereft him in behalf of the fuffering 
Mrs. Vane. But there are fome natures 
hard and infcnfible as the rock : no foft- 
nefs, no pity ever reacheth the callous foul 
ef impcnetrabfe avarice. 'Tis only by 
the hand of affliftion, when it is pointed 
againfl: themfelves, that they can be taught 
to feel. They have no idea that they 
were formed to weep at, another's woe, or 
pour the balm of comfort into another^ 
•wounds. 

• Awed^ 
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^ Awed, ho^vever, by the venerable, the 
gentle .authority which Mr. Gold\t*yn af- • 
fumed on. this occafion, he fent to defirc 
Mn Beevpr would attend Mrs. Vane j 
wliich he did the very hour he received 
the fummons. This was die fame gende- 
.man that, had. accompanied Davenport to 
town during his painful journey, after the 
unfortunate rencounter. He was not long 
unacquainted with the.caufe ; for Daven- 
port had, without referve, imparted to him 
the hiftory of his own life, of his early at* 
tachment, and his want of refblution ta 
conquer it — nor did he fcruple to mention> 
at the fame time, the imprudence of the 
ftep he had taken, and for which he juftly 
fufFered. Mr. Beevor condemned his 
Gondudt, but pitied his fufFerings ; and 
cautioned hini with friendly earneftneii 
againft every future indifcredonv 

He endeavoured to enforce his argu* 
ments, by piduring to him the mifepy it 
had already brought on the innocent Mrs. 
Vane ; by the ilifpicion it had given rife 

to./ 
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to in her hufband, and the danger of its^ 
having the fame effedt in the bofom of 
Mrs. Davenport : but, on receiving a pro- 
mife from his patient never again to break- 
through the bounds of the moll rigid pru- 
dence, he agreed to inform him, from 
time to dme, of what was going forwards 
at the Grove ; and had faithfully done {o^ 
from the time he left him.. 

Thus prepoiTcffed in favour of the 
lovely Mrs. Vane, he vifited his fair pa- 
tient. L\ickily for her, Davenport's in- 
genuous confeffion had fecured her a friend 
in this worthy man, who determined to 
exert his utmoft care, judgment, and at- 
tention, to efFeft a reftoration of her 
health, and afford her confolation. His 
profeffion,,after once being called in, would 
be a pretence for fometimes vifiting at 
Vane-Grove ; and he determined to take 
the advantage fo fair an cxcufe afforded 
him. Mr. Goldwyn was much pleafed- 
with this good man, who after a few vifits, 
did Aot hefitate to inform him, that Mrs.. 

Vane's 
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Vane's complaiht was feated in the heart ; 
adding, he faw no alarming fymptoms^ 
nor had any reafon to doubt but the re- 
ftoration of her mind to peace would in- 
fure the return and continuation of her 
health. Said, that no attention on his part 
fliould be wanted to prevent any danger ; 
that it was advifeable to make ufe of everjr 
precaution to avoid the encroachment of 
complaints that might otherwife prove ul- 
timately alarming in their confequcnces^ 

Mr. and Mrs. Goldwyn, happy to find 
the perfon fixed upon to attend Olivia fo 
well acquainted with the nature of her 
cafe, " ftrongly recommended her to hi& 
mod watchfiil care and obfervance. They 
were happy that their apprehenfive ten- 
dernefs had been the means of procuring 
her fo worthy and humane a friend ; and 
they left Olivia with far lefs regret than 
they otherwife would have done. 

Again immerfed in the jnoft profound 
retirement, Mrs. Vane returned to her 
ufual refources for the employment and 

amufa- 
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amufement of her weary hours. She 
had not received a fingle reproach from 
either of her tender friends ;> and that 
foothing refledion^ infoiiie meafure, recon- 
ciled her to herfelf. Had her conduft 
been very faulty, would they have fpared 
reproof? It would have been their duty 
not to have done fo ; and therefore (lie 
hoped they did not fufped her of being 
guilty. 

Mr. Beevor conftantly. vifited at the 
Grove, but he recommended only a few 
ftrengthening medicines, which were plea*- 
fant to the tafte^ created an appetite, andj 
what was ftill more agreeable,was a goodex- 
cufe for the frequent vifits of that gentler 
man, wha fek a kind of fraternal afFeftion 
for his^ fair- patient, and a ftrong defire to 
foften the hardfliips of her long confincr 
ment. — Eleven months had now nearly 
elapfed, and no tidings had been heard of 
Mr. Vane — not a circumftance could be 
difcovered that gave a fingle ray to hope 
he was beginning to feel compunftion for 
the captivity he had fenteaced Olivia to 

undergo^. 
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undergo. Mr. Beevor in vain endea- 
Toured to find out his retreat. Randal 
was applied to ; but it was too much his 
intereft to keep the fecret he had been in- 
truded with for him ever to betray it :— • 
Davenport had likewife employed emifla- 
ries for the fame purpofe. Mr. Goldwyn 
had not been inadtive : but fi:\utlefs had 
been all their united endeavours. In the 
mean time, Mr. Beevor fent Olivia all 
the new publications Jie ^ould procure, 
furniflied her frequently with new mufic, 
and took every opportunity to encourage 
ter to expeft more agreeable days. 



CHAP. 
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C H A R XXXIV, 

What hy Rotnaniic People would be called, 
an Adventurt. 

^ LI VI A was one morning more me* 
lancholy than ufual, and was fitting 
"in a pcnfive attitude, thinking upon ali 
the hardfhips of her <fituation, and re- 
volving in her own mind every event of 
her paft life, when fhe was fuddenly inter- 
,rupted by the entrance of a ftranger, fol- 
lowed by a fervant, who had been one of 
thofe domeftics that had lived the' longefl: 
inMr.Vane's family. The poor fellow apo- 
logized to his miftrefs for the intrufion of 
the gentleman, which he afFured her it 
was not in his power to prevent. He 
would then have withdrawn;; but Olivia 
^efired him to wait within hearing. Then, 
turning to the ftranger, flie begged to 
Jtnow the occafion of his vifit. This ad- 
venturous 
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-venturous hero, whafe name was Wilford, 
-was a young libertine of fafhion, that was 
<:ome to ftay with a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood; and who, hearing from 
^very tongue the fituatioa of Olivia, and 
the penance to which Ihe was obliged to 
-fubmit, had made feveral wagers that he 
would refcue the lovely prifohef from her 
confinement, and perfuade her again to 
tafte the joys of love and liberty. He 
was, however, ftruck with the beauty of 
her countenance arid the elegance of Tier 
form; and awed alfo by the manner of 
her addrefs, he wiihed he had not made 
the infolent attempt of breaking fo rudely 
.into her retirement. But knowing he 
,ihould get riot only abufed but laughed 
t»at, if he fneaked away without telling 
her the reafon of his vifit, the unblufliing 
.profligate boldly told her, that he was ac- 
tuated by companion to offer himfelf as 
her champioa, to free her from the hand 
of injuftice, and the fentence of an u- 
iurper^ who had aflumed a power, which 

neither 
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neither the law of nations nor the rights of 
men had authority to enforce. Smile on 
me then, cried the accompliflied villain ; 
refolve to affert your juft rights, and let 
-me be your protedor, Olivia was afto- 
niftied and terrified at his effrontery, and 
feeling aji indignation arifing in her be- 
fom which Ihe could not fupprefs, Ihe 
called her fervant : then, looking witfe 
contempt on Wilford — " i know not^ 
cried Ihe, by what authority you have 
dared to enter this houfe, and in the 
fame moment ventured to cenfure the 
conduct of another, without knowing 
how to giE^vern your own with difcretion* 
I'confider^d myfelf as fecurefrom infults 
beneath the protecting roof of my huf- 
band ; but I find no retreat is held facred 
by the wanton libertine. Withdraw, Sir ; 
and the next time you meet a woman of 
virtue, learn from your prefent folly to 
treat her with refpedt, left you are called to 
account for your unpardonable rudenefs." 
Wilford, humbled, alhamed, and awaken^ 

ed 
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cd to a fenfe of his ill behaviour by this 
fpirited reception, attempted to Hammer 
out an apology, and pleade J having made 
too free with the bottle. Olivia ordered the 
fervant to Ihew the gentleman the door, 
defiring him not to trouble her with his 
-converfation, or attempt to make fo de- 
grading a vice as drunkennefs an excufc 
ibr his unexampled infolcnce. 

Never had Wilford, in any moment of 
•his abandoned life, felt himfelf fo mor- 
tified, fo creft* fallen. He returned to 
his companions, vowed that Mrs. Vane 
was the moll lovely termagant he had 
everfeen: but fhe had given him alccdure, 
that had determined him to let her re- 
main where he found her, and commended 
her hufba/id for confining her. The truth 
of the ftory, however, was foon known ; 
the conduft of Mrs. Vane was generally 
admired : that of Wilford univerfally 
condemned ; and he very foon left the 
country, defpifed and mortified. 

Mrs. Vane was much hurt in this affair. 
She fent for Randal, told him how Ihe 
• Vol. II. C had 



26 OLIVIA. 

had been infulted, and entreated he would, 
whenever he wrote to Mr. Vane, petition 
for another fervent to be added to the fa- 
mily ; for as her fituation was fo well 
known, Ihe might otherwife meet more 
affronts of the fame kind. She likewife 
urged him', with all the efiergy oif woe, to 
tell her if Mr. Vane Hill remained in .the 
kingdom, and if he thought he would 
return, or confent to mitigate the rigour 
of that fcntence he had fo unjuflly pro- 
nounced againft her. She .received no 
anfwer : No .hope was encouraged by this 
moft unfeeling mortal, to^foften the gloom 
with which he faw her furrounded ; and 
he withdrew, without promifing to com- 
,ply with any of her requefts. He found 
it fo much his own intereft to prevent 
Mr. Vane's returning to the GroVe, that 
he had long determined to leave no art 
untried to effedt his purpofe : He hoped 
the feparation Svould continue for life, as 
a reconciliation might not only deprive 
him of farther power to deceive, but un- 
fold fome fecret tranfaftions which it 

would 
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would be rather dangerous to have dif- 
covered. 

It is not to be wondered at that Mr. 
Vane^ whofc jealoufy and anger were thus 
artfully kept alive, fliould be ftill too 
much enraged to imagine himfelf in an 
■error, or even to think, with any degree 
of calmnefs, of thofe wrongs which had 
driven hhn forth a voluntary exile : And 
poor Olivia fuffered a thoufand mortify- 
ing incpnvejiiences, by being left in the 
power of a wretch who would have op- 
.prefled his father or befl friend, to add 
to his own heap of ill-gotten weuUh. 
rMrs. Vane, at length, however, acquired 
fufficient refolution to infift upon his fend- 
ing a few lines frpm her to Mr. Vane. 
Hepromifed to comply with, her requeft ; 
but, after reading the contents of her 
foul-rending epiftle, committed it to the 
iiafncs. — .The following letters will ex- 
plain the fentiments of the different par- 
ties at this interefting period. 

C z L E T^ 
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LETTER VL 

Mrs. Vane to Henry Vane, Esq^ 

A S the knowledge that I am the moft 

miferable of all created beings will 

not foften your heart in my favour, I 

Jiave little expeftation (for long have I 

.been bereft of hope, the only friend of 

the wretched) that any thing I can fay 

.will have fufficient weight to alter 3^our 

fentiments. Npthing but the coufcious 

innocence I have ever poffeffed, of whidjh, 

neither cruelty nor injuftlce can deprive 

jne, could have fupported me under fuch 

complicated trials. The worid, no doubt, 

condemns the unfortunate woman, who 

is deferted by her Jxufband : the world I 

c^n difregard, bacaufe I do not deferve 

its cenfure ; but your cruelty., the lofs.of 

your heart ! — ah ! where is the antidote 

to be found that will make me infenfiWe 

to that fevereilpf all jmy;miferies ! I have 

beeji 
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been ill ; — yet I feel no pleafurc at telling 
you I am recovered, becaufe it will not 
impart any farisfiidtion to you. I would 
gladly have died to reftorc you to your 
friends, ^your peace, and native land : — 
my death too would have cleared that 
fpotlefs fame, which your well - known 
fufpicions have irreparably wounded ; yet 
this you will not believe. 

In vain I write, in vain I endeavour to 
revive your affedlion for the loft Olivia. — 
Abandoned, refufed even the liberty to 
juftify my condudt, branded with igno- 
miny, and left in* an hour of the moft 
excruciating agony ! Ah Henry ! dear, 
miftakcn hufband ! there will come a 
time when my wrongs (perhaps when I 
have long forgotten them in the grave) 
will torture you to think of them : yet 
the poor vidtim of your difpleafurc wiflies 
them to be buried with her. I am no 
diflcmblcr ; and although I wept for an 
unfortunate being, and commiflcrated his 
fufferings, I never for one moment wrong- 
C 3 cd. 
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Cvi, even la rhocght, the hulband of my 
choice. 

Olivia Vane. 

LETTER VII. 
Mr. Vane to Mr. Randal* 

"13 x\NDAL, in the midft of pleafure 
I am tortured with difcontent, and 
my diftraded foul has (till the moft vio- 
lent conflicts to contend with. In vain I 
feek repofe from the alluring fmiles of 
beauty, or go in the purfuit of content* 
ment. The beauty that captivated my 
believing heart could only be found in 
the falfe wife I have abandoned ; and the 
voice that alone could huih my forrows 
to fofgetfulnefs, the laft time I heard it, 
was in tender accents trying to footh the 
anguiih of my rival. Yet perhaps I have 
been too hafty. — But it cannot be ! — I 
had the moft convincing teftimonies of 
her guilt, — Davenport has her heart. — 

Why 
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Why then did I meanly ftoop to accept 
her proftituted hand ? Why did L faerie 
fice my peace to gratify a paffion my rea. 
Jon fliould have taught me to conquer > 
Or why permit the artful diflembler (till 
tO'difgracc the manfion of my anceftors ?• 
I am at this, and indeed every moment 
of my painful exiftence, the flave of jea- 
I'oufy and humiliating fears. Sometimes 
I ftand felf-condemncd, the next hour I 
could hurl deftrudtion on the head of that 
being I once adored. 

How is fhe, Randal ? Is fhc pale ? 
Does her health appear hurt ? . Are her 
fpirits good ? Does ihe attempt mixing 
with the world ? Does fhe meet any one 
fecretly ? Perhaps fhe has her private 
vifitors. The all-fubduing DavTnport — 
that bafe, that cnfnaring rival, may fome- 
times be the inmate of that dwelling, 
from which he has driven its wretched 
owner. Ah ! if I thought it poffible — 

my fword fliould again but I dare 

not think.— Yet how fliall I fly myfelf ? 
C 4 Watch. 
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Watch her carefully, Randal ; let norre 
of her aftions efcape you^ Why don't 
you write oftener ? Why are you not 
more particular in anfwering my quef- 
tions ? If I thought fhc was wretched, I 
know not how I flioiild bear it^ Yet^ 
methinks, I iliould, if poffible, be ftill 
more miferable if you told me ihc was 
happy. She deferves no peace i flxe has 
robbed me of mine, deprived me of 
every confoling hope, and driven me 
forth a wanderer. Surely, then, ihe ought 
to fufFer a more than equal fliare of 
wretchednefs. Tell me if Ihe does ; but 
beware of deceiving 

Henry Vane* 

LETTER VIIL 

Mr. Randal to Henry Vane, Esq^ 

Honoured Sir, 

T Am forry my lelters are not more fatis- 
faftory; yet I endeavour to be as par- 
ticuhir as I can. I am furprifed you con- 
tinue 




OLIVIA. ^3 

tinue to make -yourfclf unhapp5\ Triifl: 
my age, and believe my experience, when 
in the name of both I venture to afliire 
you, there is not a female in the world 
worth the tenderne6 and anxiety of a 
moment. 

Mrs. Vane is pale and thin ; but I am 
of opinion that her altered looks are more 
owing to confinement than to any regret 
for your abfcnce, or repentance for hav- 
ing been the caufe of your quitting Eng- 
land. She does not, that I can difcover, 
attempt going beyond the limits of Vane- 
Srove. What occafion has flic to do fo, . 
whilft you have fo amply allowed her to 
procure every indulgence within its de- 
lightful bounds ? Had flie been my wife, 
I fliould have thought one hundred 
pounds, a year more than fufFicient for 
fuch a woman. Excufe me, Sir, if I fay 
more than you think I ought : but, when 
iTecoUedt your wrongs and her ingrati- 
tude, my indignation knows no reftric- 
ti&Bp I have not yet paid her the laft 
C5 half^ 
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half-year's ftipend, Reflefty ray good Sir, 
what a vaft fum is a hundred pounds for 
half a year^ SupiX)fe 1 carxy only fifty ?.. 
Mrs. Vane is impatient .for the money, 
and talks of being aihamed at he^ inability 
to pay her tradefpeople and fervants.. I 
wifli Ihe had not more reafon to. be. 
alhamed of her conduA towards yoiu 

Whether Ihe is happy or n,ot I cannot 
telL I bear of no vifitors Ihe r^ce-ivcs^ 
unlefs her guilty incLinatioiis lead her ta 
do 'fo at improper times. I believe fliet 
does not attempt going abroad ;. nor caa 
1 pretend to fay that there are very joyous- 
doings at the Grove^ I go frequently at 
thofe ho4irs 1 imagine myfelf lead fuf-. 
pefted.. Once or twice 1 have beard. tho 
found of the harpfichord, .at- which I. find 
ihe fpends much of her time. She was 
finging too* I did not like it. Suppofe 
you fend orders to. have it removed, oc 
locked, up : She certainly .docs not de-. 
ferve to be amufed.. Your garden is ke])t 
in nice order ;, your plants and.fhrubs^are. 

thrifty^ 
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thrifty, and taken care of : Mrs. Vane is- 
fond of the garden : 'tis an expcnce 
might be fpared, unlefs you partook iii^ 
the pleafure it affords. As you are driven^ 
from the paradrfe of your own formings . 
I know of no bufmcfs any Eve has to in* 
habit there. 

Mrs. Varte has- once been flightly in- ' 
difpofed fince you left England ; but as^^ 
ibe was not in the leaft danger,. I thought- 
it better not to -tell you any thing about 
it. . • Mr. Goldwyn w^as at the Grove dur- 
ing her real or pretended illnefi': He in- 
lifted on Mr. Becvor's being called in ;^ 
and,.. as 1 had not yocir orders to the con- 
trary, I did not attempt to contend that- 
matter long. She is now quite recovered.;.. 
Perhaps it-.was only an.exGuio.to [>4:ocure 
company. Beevor is a handlbme youngj 
fellow : I did not much approve of hisc 
attending her* If his going. i»difagrceable» 
to you, fay the word ; .neither henor any> 
one elfe fliall be admitted : I. will-be very? 
W-atchfuL I would not ad\iic.vou tor- 
C.6 think.: 
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think of returning to England till the 
clamour and buftle this diabolical affair 
has occafioned are worn off. You would 
but ill brook the contempt and fneers of 
your acquaintance. Every one here thinks 
Mrs. Vane guilty : in my opinion it does: 
not admit of doubt. 

Your rival is quite recovered, and, I 
am told^ as gay and charming as ever : 
the women are now all mad after him. 
Be, however, under no apprehenfions on 
his account. Should he dare to come 
near the Grove,, he Ihould have reafon 
to repent his rafhnefs. In the caufe of 
fo good a matter, I Ihould not fear to re- 
venge his wrongs at the hazard of my 
life. 

Endeavour to keep up your refent* 
ifnent ; give not way to a forgiving foft- 
nefs, that could not fail expofing you ftilt 
more to the ridicule of the world. Rely 
on my care, my attention to your honour 
and intereft : I am devoted wholly to 
your fervice, and ready at all times to 

obey 



OLIVIA. 37 

obey your commands. Mrs, Vane, to my 
great lurprize, has not mentioned writing 
tQ' you, though I once hinted it would 
be -proper for her to do fo. Her proud 
heart is not yet fufficiently humbled. 

Ever your moft faithful, 

and obedient fervant, 

T. Randal* 



CHAR 
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A further Proof of Randars FiUanj. • 

HP H E inflammatory letters of tKis vile 
incendiary, whilft tbey ferved to 
flrengthcn the fufpicjons of Mr. Vane, and< 
grfeatly incrcdfed th€ agonies of his ibul,, 
anfwered the bafe purpofe of the unfeel- 
ing writer, and made his miftaken mailer 
more than ever determined againft a re- 
Gonciliiition ; and he endeavoured as much, 
as pofiible to loie refleftion in the del.ufive 
blandidiments of illicit pleafures. 

Mrs. Vane, by the fordid cruelty of 
this mcan-fourd wretch, who took de- 
light in diilrcfling her, was once obliged 
to part with fome of her jewels; for as . 
the keeping up the garden was attended 
with confidcrable expencc (but which^. 
being the only amufemcnt that afforded 
her ipirits any relief, ihc could not think; 

ot . 
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of giving up) Ihe.was often reduced to 
almoil her lad IhilUng; and inftcad of 
receiving. two hundred pounds a year, flie 
•was feldoiii able to obtain more than half 
that fum. However, as matters were 
unfortunately circumflanced, (he would 
rather have fubmitted to want fome of 
the neceffaries of life, than have uttered 
a fingle complaint agarnft Mr. Vane.. She 
therefore refted all her hopes of feeing 
better and happier days on the mercy of 
that Being, who knew her innocence to 
be as perfcd:. as^ her trials were fcvere. 
And as fhe had been taught to confider 
no evil fo great as- guilt, fhe naturally 
awd juftly concluded there could be. no 
good fuperior to virtue, or a mind an 
j)eace wij:h itfelf. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

A New Correfpomknt. 

Ty/[RS. Vane, foon after the buftle,. 
which her interview with Wilford 
had occaiioned, was blown over, received 
the fallowing letter from an. unknown 
hand ; the contents of which afforded hen^ 
the pureft fatisfadtion, by convincing her 
that there ftill remained a heart that knew 
how to pity her diftrefs, by its kind en- 
deavours to afford her a momentary re- 
lief, and infpire her with the hope of fee- 
ing better and more cheerful days. 

LETTER IX. 

To Mrs. Vane. 

'TT HOUGH a ftranger to your perfon, I 

am not fo to your unmerited fuffer- - 
ings ; nor have 1 ever cheriflicd'a doubt- 

of 
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of your innocence. ^ But it is not merely 
the being innocent will fecure us from 
misfortune ; we muft, in every aftion of 
our eventful lives, ftridtly obferve the 
appearance of being fo : nor will that al- 
ways lecure us from fufTering for the un- 
guarded condudt of others, as you know 
from guiltlefs experience. Little caule 
have you then to regret being baoiilKd 
frotn a world, an intercourfe with which 
affords fo moderate a (hare of happlnefs 
to tbofe who are allowed • the moft un- 
bounded enjoyment of its pleafures : as 
little rcafon have you to regret the lofs of 
what is called mixing with fociety. How 
many, who think themfelves furrounded 
by partial and fincere friends, are fpcnd- 
ing their fortune, and lofing what is far 
more valuable, their youth, their pre- 
cious time, to'facrlfice their own tafte to 
the capricious faihion of the day, and the 
humour of others, in order to be thought 
well of ! And what is their reward ? The 
laih of envy, the abufe of fcandal, and 

the 
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the ridicule of their pretended friends* i 
am no mifanthrope ; but I obfervc the' 
humours of people with careful circum- 
fpedion. Some exceptions may un* 
doubtedly be made to the degrading pic- 
ture I have drawn ; but believe mc when 
I aflcrt, that this dark fide of the painting 
is but too faithful a reprefentation of the 
world, in general^ 

Friendftiip is a tender plant; it will, 
not thrive in a foil that is orerrun with, 
the weeds of vice and folly : it loves the 
more rural fcenes of humble life ; nor 
flies the Ihades of folitude. Aflure your- 
felf that you poffefs the treafure. 1 am 
proud to declare myfelf one amongft the 
nun:iber of your friends. You arc at this 
time far from being happy : you almoft 
defpair of ever being fo. But trufl me, 
though I am neither magician nor con- 
jurer, the day is not far diftant that will 
remove every lowering cloud of corrod- 
ing anguilh ; and a bright profpedt of 
happinefs will again appear, , to reward 
your pious refignation. 

My 
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My fituation in life is fuch as affords 
me opportunities not only of obferving, 
But becoming acquainted with, the hif- 
tories of many perfons, which to the 
world were never made public ; and many 
a one have I known, that, under the ap- 
pearance of cheerfulnefs and mirth, have 
carried about with them a load of ai>- 
guifh, which the bofom of innocence can 
never experience. My next fhall convey 
to you the hiftory of a lady I once k new; 
which will, I am convinced, ferve to re- 
concile you to a fentence jhat you are 
confcious of not meriting, by Ihewing 
that the accomplifhment of our early 
wifties, when repugnant to our duty, is 
often the fource of fucceeding mifery.. ' 

A Friendly Spy. 



m 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 

Confolatlon and Conje^ure^ 

(^ LI VIA read this letter over iimny 
times, and found fncreafing fatisfac- 
tion by every perufal. She wilhed the. 
world not to condemn her; and therefore 
to know (lie was thought innocent by her 
friends, was the highejft gratification to her 
heart. She had various thoughts refpe6t- 
irig tiie friendly writer, but without being 
able to form any conjefture that could 
lead her to fix on the perfon ; and (he fe- 
"^cretly wifhed it might not be long ere 
another letter from the fame hand ar- 
rived. 

She at firft fufpefted it might be Mr. 
Goldwyn, who (he knew was fondly de- 
firous to relieve her from anxiety; but 
after informing him of the ciixumftance, 

flie 
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Ihe was convinced of his not being the 
writer. — Mifs Pclham hkewife regularly 
continued to correfpond with her; but as 
many of her letters contained only the ef- 
fafions of a heart that felt for the diilrcf- 
fes of a friend, only fuch will appear as 
are neceffary to unfold and carry on the 
hiftoryof the fair friends. 



LETTER X. 

Mks, Vane to Miss Peliiam. 

T N vain docs my kind Eliza endeavour 
to flatter me into a perfcdl reconcili- 
ation with myfelf ; notwithftanding, I have 
:not been guilty of any prenieditated or 
aftual crime, I have furcly been weak, 
unguarded, ,and imprudent. Repeatedly 
have I called my heart to the fevereft 
account, and I truft have conquered what- 
ever has been wrong>— no longer fhall it 
influence my adions during my future 

life. 
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life. Oh that the bofom on which it now 
relies for all its future peace, would kindly 
receive' the guiltlefs fugitive, and return to 
its doubly-deferted owner ! But I begin to 
think r never fhall be fo blefh as to fee 
this dear, this Cruel hufband more : . ilill 
does he elude every enquiry that is made 
after him, and voluntarily fubmits to 
a feparation which impofes, I fear, on 
himfelf an almoft equal degree of mi- 
fery as it entails on me. I can fupport 
my own fufFerings with lefs regret tlian I 
can the refleftion of what he endures- 
, The noble, the almoft unexampled genJ> 
rofity of Mr. Vane's condudt proved, be- 
yond a. doubt, that I was once dear, very 
dear to his heart. 

To have been cenfured and even in- 
fulted, methink^, I -could have borne 
Avithout repining — but to be deferted by 
my huft)ai^d ! ah that -s the wound for 
which I can find no cure, but in his re- 
turn ! for the thorn is deeply planted in . 
my heart. I have conquered ev^ry tinc- 
ture 
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ture of vanity, though I cannot fubdue 
the tender fufceptibiiity of my nature. 
Few of my friends are allowed to footli 
the fingular hardlliips of my fituation.— 
By you I was ever acquitted of inten- 
tional wrong in weeping for another's 
woe. 

Sorrow is nov/ my only companion, and 
Defpair is my fifter ; yet I endeavour all I 
can to forget what I have been, and to 
remember what I am — a deferted, a fuf- 
peded wife ! I lived a fhort time fur- 
rounded with all the fweets, all the joys of 
affluence ; but' gladly would I yield all 
claim to their return, to banifh every 
doubt from the bofom of my hufband. 

Why will you cherifli a diftruft of Sir 
Robert Chfton's attachment, becaufe you 
was once deceived by another ? *Tis un- 
juft, Ms contrary to the generous nature of 
my friejid. — No longer, then, let fufpi- 
cion haunt your mind, nor fuffer it to 
throw a gloom over the happy profpefts 
that furround you. 

Olivia Vane. 

LET^ 
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LETTER XL 

Miss Pelham to Mrs. Vane. 

•XTES, my Olivia, it was ungenerous; 
I -feel myfelf humbled by the re- 
membrance of having given way to un- 
juft fufpicions, ajid I tremble at the mi- 
fery in which my own folly had nearly in- 
volved me. Accept the whole of the 
recital, and let the beiag reduced to the 
humiliating confeflion of having afted 
wrong be my only punifhment. Indeed, 
my own refledions are fuiEcient of them- 
felves to prevent a relapfe. 'Tis cruel to 
fufpedl the whole of Nature's family for 
the fault of an individual. 

From the time of my return from 
Vane-Grove, Sir Robert Glifton redoubled 
ills afliduities ; he made ufe of every per* 
fuafion which the love or art of man 
"Could invent, to obtain my confent for 
t)eing his : "but my mind was diftrafted 
w\\ki doubts of his fmcerity. I was fup- 

pofed 
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vpbred an heirefs to a large fortune : — that 
might be the bait which had enfnarcd 
him.— I imparted my fears to my father, 
and he readily came into iriy fcheme of 

. putting Sir Robert's fincerity to the teft. 

My father, vyou know, has for many 
years been a very confiderable banker in 
the city, and thereby accumulated a large 
fortune ; but as evfery engagement in a 

-bufinefs of fo exteufivc a nature is often 
attended with danger, and fometimes 
ended with ruin, and people's circum- 
ftances mifreprefented, or faid to be in a 
profperous way when they are on the eve 
of becoming bankrupts, my father agreqi 
to take the advantage which his fituation 
afforded, of drefling up our concerted tale 
tinder fo favourable a mafk of probability. 
The next time Sir Robert made his 
appearance, my father received bim with 
a vifible dejection marked upon his coun- 
tenance. I likewife feemed to be an equal 
iharer in his melancholy, by fitting pcn- 
iively by the fide of my parent. Sir Ro- 
VoL. II. D bert 
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bert eagerly enqmred the caufe of this 
apparent difti'efs; and my father^ with 
well-diflembled agitation, told him he. 
had reafon to apprehend that, by the fail- 
ure of Jotne perfons with whom he was 
deeply involved, he fliould be obliged to 
fee his* name added to the number of 
•thofe whom an -equal unguarded confi- 
dence had betrayed into ruin. 

Sir Robert appeared miich afFefted by 
this alarming recital. He flood filent and 
thoughtful about five minutes — and in 
thofe few moments I felt all my doubts 
and fufpicions of his want of fincerity 
confirmed, and ims^ined, falfely imagined, 
that he was laying a plan to fliake off the 
unfortunate crigagerhent which he had be- 
fore fb eagerly folicitfed to have accomplifli- 
ed : but I was foon convinced of my own 
injuftice, and of the integrity of my lover ; 
and the difcovery wasfucceeded by a torrent 
of delight, which was not unaccompanied 
with a fear that he would defpife the ftra- 
'tagpm that had been pradlifed with him, 

whenever 
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-whenever, he was made acquainted with 
its falfehood. 

My father internipted the filence wliich 
- Sir Robert obferved in the firil moments 
of furprife, by lamenting the cffed our 
misfortunes feemed to have upon him ; at 
tlie fame initant told him, he was neither 
fo mean or bafe, as to infill upon the per- 
formance of his promifes, which haJ hcoa 
made at a time when his daughter had, 
•by her expedlation of a good fortune, 
fome pretenfions to equality : but tliar 
now, the poor butterfly, which had bc.^ii 
fo" eagerly followed and admired amidl 
the funfliine of profperity, iliiJT: cxped a 
reverfe of fcene, and meet it without mur- 
mur or refentment. 

To be poor had long been known to be 
a fault that could not be excufed ; 'tis a 
difeafe, he ironically added, of fo malig- 
. nant a nature, that few will venture to ad- 
minifter relief; and therefore it muft per- 
form quarantine for Hfe, left the infedion 
fprcad. 

D 2 This 
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This pointed addrefs roufed Sir Robert 
from his reverie, and inftandy difoovered 
iX) him the.injuftice his filence had made 
my father fufpedt him capable of praftif- 
ing with me. He inftantly J:old my father, 
that the wrctchednefs of his fituation made 
him readily pardon the fe verity of his re- 
proaches, which at that time he was con- 
fcious of not deferving. He declared, 
oipon his honour, that his regard for Mifs 
Pclham was fixed upon too folid a balls 
to befhaken or lefleaed by any reverfe of 
circumftances. He faid, that my having 
been entitled to the -expeftations of a very 
large fortune, could not be unpleafant to a 
young man, whofe eftatc, though large, 
had been left by his father encumbered 
with one or two heavy mortgages, and 
fubjeft to the payment of .ten thoufand 
pounds -io Jiis lifter, at the age of twenty- 
one. 

He eagerly caught hold of my hand, 
and prefling it. tenderly to his lips, with 
ap unaffected .emotion^ earneftly folicited 

my 
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my father and myfelf inftantly to fix a 
day for owr marriage. If my Eliza^ he 
cried, can confent to be mine, more than 
the neceflaries of life, from that moment, 
will not be wanted to -make me die hap- 
pieft of meni Then, turning to my. fa- 
ther, by confenting to my becoming your 
fon, you will be entitled and autho- 
rifed to expedt from , me every afliflance 
in my power to-reinftate your"" affairs, and 
enable you again to carry pn your bulmefs 
without any danger to your credit* 

We were affefted, gratified, and flat- 
tered into a compliance with every wilh 
of his impatient heart. — Next Monday I 
am to become the wife of Sir Robert 
Glifi:on, and on our return from the altar, 
his generous, his undoubted love is to be 
rewarded with thirty thoufand pounds;— 
yet I dread the efFed the difcovery of our 
duplicity may have upon a heart that fo 
nobly flood the teft of ill-founded diflxuft ; 
and I repent having a6ted in a char-after 
which I defpife myfelf for affuming ! I 
D 3 I fome- 
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fometimes enquire, with impatience, why 
the Infincerity of a worthlefs objeft was 
permitted to plant fufpicion in a foil that 
it never grew upon before ? All my 
doubts are, however, buried in the grave 
of oblivion; and I hope the Phoenix which 
fhall arife from their afhes, will produce 
mutual confidence and undiflembled love, 
bound in the grateful fetters of everlafting 
gratitude. 

In refpedt to yourfelf, my beloved Oli- 
via, I afn difpleafed with the patient re- 
jfignation:, die vinexampled humility, which 
at the fame moment I cannot heJp admir- 
ing. Oh ! chat you would come and, by 
yoiir delightful example, teach me to de- 
ferve the heart I now venture to pro- 
jaounce my Own ! I want not to confer an 
obligation ; but, like the reft of that felf- 
ilh world you fo juftly may complain of, 
I wifli ta receive.a favour, by being bleft 
with your dear fociety. — ^Mifs Crefwell 
will not leave me till Eliza Pelham is 
raifed to the more exdted diftihftion of 

being: 
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being Lady Clifton. Sir Robert is not un- 
acquainted with your ftory, and regrets 
with me your unpleafant fituation, and the 
mortifications you are obliged to encoun- 
ter. He joins with me in admiration of 
your virtuous fortitude, and refolute yet 
gentle obedience ; and waits with impa- 
tience, for the happy moment in which he 
inay be admitted to a fliare of your 
frieftdihip- 

Prepvations are now rapidly going for- 
wards, and my indulgent parents are ea- 
gerly f<tttling matters for the difpofol of 
ihw whirnficgl daughter. They have no 
do^t^ of the worth of my intended huf- 
baad, And therefore are anxious to fee me 
irrevocably hi? ; but doubly fo, for that 
mom^t which is to afford tliem the de- 
lightful ple4fure of rewarding the generous 
^cerity of his lov^ : yet,. J alrpoft trem- 
bte at the ^wfyl thought of this being thq 
laft time Ifhall have a right to fign my-r 

felf 

Eliza Pelham. 

D4 CHAP.. 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL. 

Matters of Courfe^ 

Ty/TRS. Vane felt the fincereft pkafure 
at the happy- profpeds which awaited^ 
her favourite friend, and fecretly breathed- 
a petition that no imlt)oked-for ctoud 
of adverfity might intervene to defh'oy 
them. She regularly correfponded with 
Mr. Goldwyn ; and: his letters never 
arrived without imparting to her thecon- 
folation they were meant to convey.— 
The following letter which flie received 
from her unknown- correfpond^nt ferved 
at this time, in fome degree> to reconcile 
and render her more fati^ed with herfelf, 
and, by fo doing, anfwered the friendly in- 
te^ntion of its benevolent writer. 
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LETTER Xil. 

To Mrs. Vane. . 

TTHE following hiftory I have enclofecl 
for the amufement of a folitary hour^ 
When our fituations.are not fuch as we 
could wifh, it is fometimes'neceflarytaj 
compare them with that of others; and 
we fhallfind ascertain,, though a fad con- 
folation, ia being convinced that art., 
equal, or perhaps a larger portion of for- - 
row has fallen to the lot of others, than we . 
ourfelves have had to encounter* w 

In the earlier part of my life* I was. 
bleft with one only fifter^. whofe leaft per- 
fedion was that ofbdngfeit; yet ftiewas. 
lovely, as the infant-rofe; gentle. as the vero- 
nal breeze, and cheerful aa^ the birds of 
Spring :, ilie was the darling of my mo- • 
iher, the delight of my father, and dearer " 
fia.,my heart than language can exprefs* . 
D 5 Our.r 
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Our fraternal afTedion was llrengthened 
by the moft lively fricndfliip. She was 
the confidant of all my youthful hopes, 
the fweet foother of my earlieft cares. Ta ^ 
me flie imparted in return her forrows, 
and made me the glad partaker of her 
innocent pleafures. Before Ihe was feven- 
tcen, a young gentleman,, in good circum- 
fiances, made her an offer of his hand : 
our parents were gratified, and warmly^ 
became his advocates. Lucy was cold ta 
the united entreaties of her parents and; 
her lover : her youthful heart was averfe 
to his propofals : his perfon difgufled her,, 
and his inanners were difpleafing. My 
father was refolute in being his advocate :. 
the lover oblHnately determined to perfe- 
vere, and therefore flie was often obliged: 
to Hflen to a- tale that every interview 
ferved but to render more difgufling. 

At this time fhe received an invitation: 
to pafs a few weeks v/ith a young friend, 
who Kved at about twenty miles diftance.: 
My father and mother, not only foftened,. 

but 
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but alarmed by her altered looks, readily 
agreed to her accepting the invitation, in 
hopes that change of air might be of fer* 
vice; but hinted, they expected to find 
her more ready to oblige them at her re- 
turn, and that, fenfible of their indulg- 
ence, and defire to make her happy, fli^ 
would comply with their wilhes, by accept- 
ing the hand pf a. worthy and amiable 
young, man. . Lucy was filent ; . and w^ 
fet off. Never was poor wretch,, who l\ad 
been many years immured in the gloomy 
confines of a prifon, more eager to ob-« 
tain their liberty than my fweet Lucy ivaa 
to fly ficom a. place, once the fcene of hei; 
happiaefs;, but^xiow- become .fertile ^vitU 
diHrefles. . Fond of her parpnts to enthu- 
fiafin, yet unable to conquer her averfioA 
to the- obje^it to.wbom thfey fo earneftly 
wilhed her tp be. united; I endeavoured 
all I could to fooUi the. anguith griier 
foul, which was but too ivifibly painted on 
hfer countenance : every feature was /nark- 
ed witla. woe : 1 happily fucceeded;' and as 
D6. we. 
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we drew near the habitation of her friendj^., 
defpair gave way to hope, and ihe reco- 
vered fome degree of cheerflilnefs before 
I left her to repofe her €are& on the bo- 
fom of friendfhip. Alas! I fufpefted not 
that I left her in the paths of danger, and 
axpoffed to the hires of temptation. A 
brother of the friend to whom jfhe went, .. 
faw the blboming charms of my- Lucy, 
and in feeing became- enamoured^: in the 
eyes of my unfufpefting and unhappy • 
fifter he had every aceompliftiment. She 
compared him with her ft)rmer lover; and 
the cohtraft appeared fo^ flattering, as juf-^ 
tified^ in her erring opinion, the facrifico 
of duty 2 — they went to Scotland and 
were married* This ffifvoured lov^er wa^ 
a lieutenant in the army : young and un- 
acquainted with the worldi they doubted 
not but the pay he receiyed would enable 
them to live genteelly. 

When the fugitives returned; they were 
foon reconcilied to their friends; but for- 
givenefs was all they had to ex^ed, nei- 

. ther 
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tfier of their parents could aflift them with 
a fum fujfficient to purchafe a better com-, 
miflion; and they foon found their income 
very inadequate to their wants* . Poverty 
brought with it difcon tent - and care; and 
my Lucy's hufband became not only mo-' 
rofe but inconftant, not only inconfbm^ 
but unkind. Her charms, by becoming 
familiar, foon loft their influence; and her 
uncomplaining fwcistaiefs^ though .no re- 
ftraint - upon bis - pleafures^ was thought 
dull and iniipid, and fhe herfelf an incum*i 
brance he now wifhed to- be rid of^; and 
therefore flie was infulted by wretches en- 
couraged- to^' affront her, and fuffered 
every mortifying indignity in filence.-— 
She foon fell into a decline. — I flew to 
foccour her — I carried her to her parental- 
home. — I compelled her bafe, her unfeel* 
ing hufband to treat her with fome ap- 
pearance of tendernefs in the vifits he 
made her; but the wound was given toa 
deep, it had reached her heart. She con- 
fidered her former difobedience to her pa- 
rents 
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rents as the caufe of her prefent fuffer- 
ings, and earnelUy wiflied to be releafed 
from a world in which . fh.Q h^ aded (o, 
foulty a part. With thefe reflections conti-r 
nually axifing to torment her, ftie grew 
worfe, and her complaints increafing, foon 
baffled all the powers of medicine. It 
was in vain that her parents aflTured her of 
their forgivenefs, and blamed their former 
perfecution ; in vain that I foothed, or her 
hufband promifed amendment, and to 
atone by future unrernkting kindnefs the 
cruelty of his pafl: condu6t.-.-Death had, 
made fure of his prey ; and flie expired 
in the arms of her mother, ai^ early and 
lamented vi(3:im. The wretch, wha hatt 
thus fent tliis blooming flower to an un-" 
timely grave, fled from thofe whofe re-, 
proachics.he dreadedy b©cwi<5 he knew 
they were 'merited; aodfooa fell himfelf a ■ 
fecrifice co thofe vices which had fmK the 
idanocent Lucy to her tomb ; and to which 
Ihe was foon followed by her unhappy- 
parents. Her former lover, unable to con- 
quer. 
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quer his attachment, yet lamenting its ef- 
fe6ts, withdrew to a diftant part of the 
kingdom ; and no tidings was ever heard 
of him after. Thus, by a train of unforui- 
nate events, was I deprived of a filler in- 
expreflibly dear to my heart : and the 
world loft one of its faireft and moft ami- 
able objeAs. Alas ! had my Lucy been 
able to reconcile her inclinations to her 
duty, or my parents lefs fanguine in their 
wiflies and expeftations as to the difpofal 
of their child, they might have lived ta 
fee her happy, whilft her gratefiil and ten- 
der attentions would have foftened their 
cares, and fmoothed the rugged path of 
declining life ! 

I have long been reconciled to a lofs, 
which at firft I lamented as the heavieft 
misfortune, and confidered as the fevereft 
trial that could befal me; but had her 
dayis been lengthened, I am now per- 
fuaded they would only have ferved to in- 
creafe her mifery ; for the man to whom 
fhc unfortunately gave both hand and 

heart. 
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heart, was unworthy of either, and infen-r 
fible of the treafure he poffefled in my re- 
gretted filler, whofe mild and gentle na- 
ture not only flirunk with terror from vice, 
but would have felt the mod agonizing 
pangs of grief at every frefti proof of ne- 
gledl and unkindnefs from the man (lie 
loved, and for whom Ihe.had forfeited hen 
duty. 

I . leave you. Madam, to make your> 
own comments on^this (hort but intereft- 
ing ftory ; and although I know you will> 
join with me in beftowing^ tear. on the: 
innocent fufFerer, yet if you make com-- 
parifons, you will be better reconciled to> 
your own unpleafant and trying fituation,> 
becaufe .it is unattended with , . felf-re- 
proaches, any ad of wilful difobedience^v 
or-intentionaLimprudence, 

A Friendly Spy. 

Olivia made ufe of the friendly, applica- . 
cation: this letter meant to convey, andi 

felt. 



\ 
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felt a thankful gratitude arife in- her 
br^aft that (he had not a6ked repugnant to 
her duty, whilft the gentlenefs of her na- 
ture led her to make a thoufand cxcufes 
for the unfortunate Lucy. We cannot 
here omit inserting the letter which (he 
likewife received from Lady Clifton, a few 
days after her marriage.. 



LETTER. Xni. 

Lady Clifton to Mks. Vane. 

T Have, been a wife fome days, my deay 
Olivia, and I do. not. feel thofe appre* 
henfions I expeded to have done at part- 
ing with my liberty. When my father, 
at our return from plighting our vows at 
the altar, prefentcd Sir Robert witl> fecu? 
rities for thirty thoufand pounds, and by 
that means difcov^red. the deceit .we had 
graftifed upon him to put his fincerity to 
Ae.teft,^ he. received them with furprize, 

and 
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and a fullen kind of pleafure^ that too 
well informed us his honour was wounded 
by having been fufpedted. A few con- 
eeffipns on my part, and a friendly eixh 
brace frQm. my deUghtedi father, quickly 
comprofftifed matters; and the thiifty thou-; 
fand pounds foon regained its confequenqe, 
and was no longer treated with contempt* 
I have been, fince the day of my mar- 
riage, engaged with a fucceflion of vifi- 
tors ; for we reij^ovejd into g» very large : 
houfe of Sir Robert's, in Portman-Square. . 
I have no jceafon to »l5e eut-ojr humour 
with the world, and therefore it would be* 
lanjuft in me to pretend a diflike to i^ 
bufUe and gaiety ; yet believe me, my 
fweet friend, 1 could be content to leaYe 
it all, could I be permitted, with my 
worthy hufband, to fpend a few weeks 
with youi. Sir Robcit- h no ftranger to 
Mr; Vane ; he has-been fti comp&rty ynth. 
him, but has no claim to be reckoned 
amongft the number of his acquaintance. 
He declares that he would readily go a 

thoufand 
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thoufand miles, could he bring him to 
your feet. I have never yet been in any 
of our public places, without carefully 
looking around me, in hopes of dilbover- 
ing him amongft the croud. I once fixw 
a gentleman, who fo ftrongly refemb:cd 
him, that I was eagerly going to caich 
hold of his coat, in order to prevent his 
efcaping me ; when luckily the pei ion 
turning round, difcovered a face to wi-oh 
I was a ftranger. If he keeps himlelf 
much longer concealed, fuppofe we get 
him advertifed, and offer a Irandfome re- 
ward to the.perfon who rellorcs the run- 
away — if he promife to pay the expence, 
by future good behaviour. 

Excufe the cheerfulnefs, my Olivia, 
that has ftolen from my heart to my pen, 
and let it not lead you to fufped: that I 
no longer am a fliarer in your grief. At 
this moment I Ihould rejoice to be a par- 
taker of your folitude ; but how much 
more to receive a fummons to witnefs its 
termination ! We fhall certainly, ere long, 

come 
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come and refcue you from the . hbrricS 
gloom of Vain-Grove by force, uniefs- 
your unfeeling jailor performs that a<ft of> 
juftice himfelf. — I am afraid, notwith-' 
{landings tlie foul-infpiring influence of 
your fweet example, I fl^ould be unable 
to follow it; and perhaps fhould more in- 
volve myfelf in the. toils from which 1: 
ftiould endeavour to efcape. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

jAid a longer One than has been ufually 
found in this IVork i containing variety of 
.Matter. 

, A S the anfwer from Mrs. Vane to this 
letter was chiefly confined to con- 
gratulations, and good wilhes for the hap- 
pinefs of her friend, it was not thought 
neceflary ^ to infert it. Two years had 
now nearly elapfed fince the commence- 
ment of Olivia's feclufion from the world. 
Retirement ^as, from ufe, become agree- 
able. She no longer regretted the lofs of 
fociety -with the poignancy flie had at firft 
felt. 

Melancholy is faid to have her plca- 
fures : Solitude has likewife her amufe- 
ments, and of a far more placid kind than 
thofe to be found in the world : and can 

it 
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it be wondered at, whilft mortals are fo 
fertile at invention ? nor is that refource 
blunted or deftroyed by the fevereft trials ; 
for often, in the gloomy cells of a prifon, 
the wretched inhabitant has been found 
amufing himfelf in tracing his own for- 
rows from their fource, and writing their 
liiftory on the unconfcious walls by which 
he was enclofed. 

OUvia never fo much regretted her 
confinement as at thofe moments whea 
Mr, and Mrs. Goldwyn left her ; and (lie 
fometimes began to think that Mr, Vane 
had determined that it ftiould not end but 
with her life. 

Various had been the changes that Da- 
venport had experienced. He had never 
ceafed, however, to regret the fufferings 
which his impetuous imprudence had 
brought upon Olivia. He was convinced^ 
that he ilill loved her, and that the meet- 
ing which he falfely imagined would re- 
ftore his mind to peace, had been attend- 
ed with a contrary eft'eft. The tears flie 

Ihed, 
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thed, her gentle forgivenefs of the inju- 
ries, which had occafioned her fo many 
'hours regret, all dwelt upon hi^ remem- 
brance, and inceffantly tormented liim. 
Never before had he thought her fo beau- 
tiful as flie appeared in the moments of 
this ftolen interview. A vifible decUne 
was the confequence; — inflead of living, 
he could merely be faid to breathe, and 
drag about an exiftence, of which he was 
^veary. Could he have efcaped his own 
felf-reproaches, he would not have found 
his difappointment fo difficult to fupport. 

Lord Davenport was exceedingly alarm- 
ed at the fituation he faw him in. Da- 
venport was now his only fon, for his 
other had fallen a viftim to the irregular- 
ity of his own condudt; and having re- 
ceived fome wounds from the fword of a 
, wretch with whom he difputed at a gam- 
ing-table, the fliattered ftate of his confli- 
tution, and his own impatience under the 
torments he endured, foon ended a life of 
vice and debauchery ; and he left few be- 
hind 
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hind him to regret his early exit, b\St 
many to lament that he had ever been 
.permitted to difgrace the name of man in 
a world in which he had been diftinguifli- 
ed for bringing noin and difgrace on 
numbers* 

Lord Davenport, who was now rather 
advanced in life, was unable to fupport 
the Complicated diftreffes which attended 
his declining years. One fon, on whom 
he had X)nce fondly refted his moft fan- 
guine hopes, as being the future fupport 
and honour of liis ancient family, was al- 
ready carried .to tlie tomb of his ancef- 
tors, and had brought upon himfelf a 
premature death — the other would foon 
follow, and that, he feared, ^*by a heart 
broken with fome^^fecret grief; — perhaps, 
he himfelf had been the firft -caufe of his' 
diftrefs, by forcing him fo early into an 
engagement ; his indifference to which 
.had plainly (hewn he had confented to 
unwillingly. Not long, however, did 
Providence fuffer him to labour under fhe 

•torments 
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torments of thefe felf-reproaches.— He 
died in a fit of apoplexy, after having 
dined with feveral of his friends, to ap- 
pearance as well, and with more cheerful- 
nefs than ufual. 

Our dejeded Hero now took pofleflion 
ef his father's title aiid eftate, and fin- 
cerely regretted .his death ; for Lord-Da- 
venport had long treated his fon with fo 
much tendernefe and afFcdlion, as had en- 
tirely obliterated all the remembrance of 
that aegledt which had thrown a gloom 
over his earlieft days. The dowager La- 
dy Davenport, on the death of her Lord, 
withdrew to his^ country-feat, and deter- 
mined to end 'her days in retirement. The 
young Lady Davenport felt her happinefs 
<:onfiderably increafed with her dignity ^ 
and on her firft being addreffcd by her 
^newly-acquired title, it was impofSble not 
to ohferve the tranfports which the flat- 
tering found infpired in her bofom. 

The title which now belonged to her 
i huftand had not, howevei;^ the fame efFedt 
^ .Vol. XL E on 
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on him, who by thefe r complicated anS 
additional trials, found himfelf. growing 
tvorfe; and his phyficiuRS flrongly recpm- 

Amended his. going 4:o. Bath, as thofe falu- 
tary fprings afforded the jmoft probable 
means of* reftoringhis declinii^g health. 
All places were. ^like to him, fiiH^ m 

■ none could he be allowed to behold the 
dear objeft for whofe fociety he laiiguifli- 

-ed ; therefore, whether vhe was fent to 

^Bath, or to the unhofpi table Ihotes of 
Africa, was a matter <>f eqiml indiflferenee 
to him.. 

Lady Davenport fet about preparing 
for their excurfion to Bath with impa- 

'tience, and determined, when there, to 
exhibit her pcrfon with etrery advantage 
lier ftble drefs would admit of, and to 
Jhew the world, Ihe knew as well liow to 
fupport her confequence, as if Ihe had 
been accuftomed to, the tfoirad of a title 
from her birth. 

She felt no alarmson account of her 
lord. The phyficians , had aflfered her, 

they 
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they apprehended no immediate danger 
from the* nature of his complaints; and 
as ihe had never fcen him in thofe happy- 
hours when he was as much diftinguilhed 
-for the gaiety and conftant cheerfulnefs of 
-his ^iCpQ^tion^ as he was now remarkable 
-for the contrary, Ac concluded he had 
.always been fubjedt to low fpirits, which 
the death of his father had at this time 
increafed : nor did fhc now ever expcdt 
he would be able to conquer a humour, 
"th;at was from ufe, fhc fuppofed, become 
•habitual. — »We wijl now leave them pre- 
4)aring for Bath, and return to Olivia. 

No variety marked her hours ; tTie 
fame to-day, to-morrow, and the next. 
The feafons chaijged ; butno change did 
they produce in her iituation. Hope had 
430W almoft forfaken the manfion, in which 
•the gladfome found of joy or focial mirth 
was never heard* A melancholy filence 
4^revailed in every part..of the houfe, ex- 
cept thc: kitchen,; the inhabitants of which 
had long been, tired of their feclufion : 
E 2 but 



76 O L I V I A. 

tut fo much were they attached to their 
fuffering miftrefs, they could not prevaM 
upon themfelves to leave her. 

Poor Olivia, deprived of the fociety of 
friends, endeavoured to find fome relief 
from the forming a fort of acquaintance 
with the animal world. Sh^ lamented the 
•captivity of her favourite birds; hut as 
^c knew their long continued lofs of li- 
•tcrty had rendered them incapable of 
•providing themfelves with the neceffaries 
of life if ihe granted them freedom, Ihe 
contrived number! efs little -ftratagems to 
make their imprifonment lefs painful. 
'She -permitted them to fit upon her 
ihoulder, 2tnd even fteal the crumbs. of 
tread from her rofy lip$. 

She had refcued. a^n innocent lamb fronpi 
the uplifted knife of an unfeeling^ butch- 
er; ^nd the grateful creature '^fepaid its 
prefcrver by a thoufand innocent gam- 
bols : ihe had decorated- its neck with a 
'ribbon ; and it generally accompanied her 
•in all h^ felitary rambles, 

%Fwo 
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Two turtk-doves' had likewife at this 
time particularly^ engaged her ~attention^ 
and awakened her tendered compaffion. 
The lover, unable to fupport the heavy, 
burthen of confinement, and unmoved 
by the fond attention of his companion, 
had fickened> pined, and died, . The dif- 
confolate furvivor, widi the mofl plaintive 
lamentations, difcovered her unceafing 
gidef. Olivia imagined a fimilarity be- 
tweea, her . own .fituation and diat of the 
poor widowed dove : (he lifed her ut- 
moft endeavours to afford confolation to 
the feathered mourner, but her attempts 
were all fruiilefs and unavailing ; a few 
days only (lie furvived her mate : and 
O&vii envied the fpecdy releafe which 
the turtle had found in deadi. 

Every evening, when the weather was 
fine, (lie wandered fome hours in her gar- 
den. The fweets of an approaching 
fpring now promifed a delightful increafe 
to. her limited enjoyments. The appear- 
ance of every flower was joyfully ob* 
E 3 ferved 



ferved, and gratefully welcomed; The: 
fhrubs flie had planted with her own. 
hands at the commencement, of her con- 
finement, flie beheld with' a kind of ma- 
ternal tehdernefs; and the friendly fhade 
dicy afforded her was more grateful than / 
any other : . it was a- kind of {helper fhe. 
had fornnred for herfelf againft the ftofmi- 
of an inclement world. 

The following letter, fcowisjver, fojf: 
fometime put ah end to her folitaiy afti«f6-. 
ments : 



To Mrs. VAwr. 

Come to me, my Olivia* Tte bearet 
of this, letter will conduft you to a :huf* 
band wlio was flying to your arms with 
all the impatience of lov^, and eager to 
obtain your forgivenefs, when his progrefs 
"Was flopped, and his anxiety to fee you 
increafed by a violent indifpofition, which 
for the prefent prevjents his travelling far- 
ther... 
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thcr. Dear Olivia, let my ficoatjon pkad 
my excufe for this fudden and imexpefted 
fiimmons. Forget your injuries, and hai- 
ten, my gende lave, to the arms of your 
riepentant, fond, and faidiful hufband, 

He^ry Vake. 



Mrs. Vaiic, furprized and extremely 
.aScAed at the receipt of this aftonifhing 
epiftle, ordered the meflenger into the 
j)arlour. He was a middle-aged man, of 
a ferious and refpeftable appearance. He 
faid, Mr. Vane had been juft able to reach 
his houfe before he was feized with a fe- 
ver^ and if he was difappointed of feeing 
her immediately, it would, he greatly 
feared, put an end to his life ; fo very im- 
patient was he to have her with him. He 
added, that his family had many years oc- 
cupied a farm in M^'^^-^fhire, which be- 
longed to Mr. -Vane's father; and that the 
young Yquire had offered to renew his 
E 4 leafe ; 
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leafe ; but having met with one that fuited 
him better, he decHned his honour's pro^ 
pofal, and now lived in B'^^'^^^Ihire; Oli- 
via made a thoufand enquiries after the 
fituation of her hufband : to all which fhc 
received alarming anfwers, united .with 
the moft earned intreaties to fet off imme- 
diately. He faid, Mr. Vane had particu- 
larly deflred that no one might be made 
acquainted with his arrivaF in England, 
till he had himfelf the happinefs of con^ 
veying her back again to Vane-Grove, 
Mrs, Vane had no friend whom flie could 
confvilt ; no one that (he could, after fuch 
an injunftion, requeft to accompany her. 
Trembling with apprehenfipn for the life 
of her hufband, and eager to obtain a re- 
concihation, for which her heart had io 
often fighed, (he hefitated no longer ; but, 
after packing up a few of her cloatHs, fet 
off the next morning for B*=^*fhire, aN 
tended only by the ttranger. He had told 
her it was upwards of ninety miles to^ his 
houfe, and advifcd her to provide proper 

refrelh- 
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refrefliments, that they might be under 
the neceffity of Hopping as feldom, and 
asihort a time as poflible upon the road, 
Mr. Vane having repeatedly declared he 
could not furvive the difappointment of 
not feeing her before the next evening. 

For the firll fifty miles Mrs* Vane 
found her companion cheerful and atten- 
tive to her; but afterwards he fat by her 
without attempting to enter into convcrfa^ 
tion, and complaining of extreme weari- 
nefs, either was, or pretended to be, afleep 
the grcated part of the time he was in the 
chaife. They rcAcd a few hours, one 
niglat, .ata little village upon the road; 
and the following morning, fet off again 
very early. Mrs. Vane was extremelji? 
anxious to arrive at the end of her jour- 
ney ; and feeling herfelf fatigued, repeats 
edly enquired how^much farther they had 
to/travd. - The man defired her,, rather 
roughly at lafl:,. not to.be too impatient, 
left flie found herielf,difappoinxed. Mrs* 
\anCy. fuppofmg he alluded to the dan^i 
E 5; gcrou^ 



82 O L I V I A- 

gerous ftate in which he had left her HuC- 
band, felt only increafing alarms on his 
account, and determined to keep her- 
anxiety and impatience confined to her 
own bofom. The whole face of the 
country bejng new to her, (he end^a^ 
voured to find f<mie amufement in obferv- 
ing the variety of objefts which prefentcd 
themfelves to her view. Tedious, how- 
ever, and flow did the moments pafs ; and^ 
unufed as flie v/as to travelling, ihe was 
certain the. diftance was much greater 
,than fhe had been taught to expeft. Late. 
the next evening the carriage ftopt at a. 
little, mean-looking houfe, fiirrounded 
with hills, and fo enveloped with trees, 
that it appeared fccluded from all the reft 
of the world. An elderly woman and a 
young one came to the door as foon as 
they heard the chaife drive «p to it. The 
man handed his companion out, and -in a 
voice harfli and rude, enquired if every 
thing was prepared as he had ordered ? to 
which an anfv/er wits given in the affirm- 
ative: 
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ative : and Olivia, trembling with terrors, 
for which flie could not account, entered 
the gloomy hovel. 

.No fooner had (lie entered tlian flie ea- 
gerly requefled they would Ihew her to 
Mr. Vane; after whoni (lie made the tcn- 
dereil enquiries. The young waman 
looked at her with the moft compa/Tion- 
ate furprife ; the old one obferved the 
moft provoking (ilence — and Olivia, over- 
come with fatigue, terror, and ailonilh- 
ment, at this unaccountable reception, 
began, for the firft time, to think all was 
not right. She tlirew herfclf into a cl:^air, 
begged to have fome water brought to 
her, and was beginning to afk fome fur- 
ther queftions, when the man came in 
widi her luggage, having \vaited abroad 
to difcharge . the chaifc. ^^Conduft me, 
tliis inftant, to Mr. Vane," cried the im- 
patient Olivia. . "Why am I kept a mo- 
ment in fuch agonizing fufpence?" — 
'Poor creature! ^ faid the young woman, 
*how much I piiy her!' — "What, is 
' E 6 he 
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he dead ? " intemipted Mrs. Vane — ^^ and 
am I brought to this horrid place to weep 
over the dead body of my beloved Hen- 
ry? Did you fiifFer him to end liis days in 
this, dreadful folitude, without one kind 
friend to clofe his dying eyes — to receive 
his laft figh— or flied the tender tear of 
compaffion on his fufFerings?'* — * Peace> 
fool/ muttered the man ! ^ See, how you 
have made her rave/ He then com- 
manded the two women to withdraw ; and 
prefented a letter to Ohvia,. which he de- 
fired her to read with compoflire ; telling 
her, the manner of her treatment, whilft 
with them, depended upon herfelf; for 
that, if (lie fubmitted to her fate with pa- 
tience, flie would fare the better for it ; 

but, if flie attempted to^ efcape Mrs. 

Vane would hear no more ; fhe tore 
open the letter in a ftate of mind almoft 
bordering on diftraftion, and in the fol*. 
lowing lines read her fentence. 

Madam^ 
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Madam, 

In. compliance with the commands of 
my mafter, you are now far remaved from 
Vane-Grove. The people you are to re- 
fide with think you are deprived of your 
fenfes, and that it was occafioned by a 
difappointment in love. If you behave 
well they will treat you with humanity 
and tendernefs : all attempts to difluade 
them from their belief, in regard to tliis 
honefl deception, will be fruitless, be^ 
caufe contrary to their intereft. You mufl: 
yield to the will of him who has a right 
to difpofe of you as he pleafes; and who 
could never be convinced your penitence 
was fincere, whilft he knew you were fur- 
rounded by all the bleflings of affluence— 
bleflings you had juftly forfeited by your 
own imprudence, and having admitted 
vifitors at the Grove, contrary to thofe 
orders given by Mr. Vane at his depar- 
ture. The neceffaries of life are to be 

allowed 
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allowed you, but nothing more. You 
muft not prefume to write to any of your 
friends ; it will be ufelefs. Mr. Vane 
defires you to have done with letter- writ- 
ing till he is fatisfied it will not be^attend- 
ed with mifchief : he. has had enough <3f 
intrigue. 

S.. Randal. 

Mrs. Vane was at this moment above 
making a fingle complaint. The mean- 
nefs that had been employed xo trepan 
her into the fnare*; the injuftice of Mr.. 
Vane ; the cruelty which he (hewed by in- 
creafing fufFerings, without a fingle reafon 
for fo doing, filled her foul with indigna- 
tion, and gave additional ftrength to that 
fortitude which now rofe fuperior to her 
trials; and (he inftantly determined to 
fubmitto the utmoft malice of her ene--* 
mies with unrepining refignation. The 
luxuries of life ftie had never beenaccuf^ 
tomed (fave a very few months of -her 
exiftence) to enjoy. They had been no 

addition 
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addition to her happinefs ; never vain 
of the beauties with : which nature had 
adorned her perfon but when (he heard 
them admired by the delighted praifes of 
that hufband who had now forgotten 
them : it was no moitification to live un* 
feen and unadmired. To folitude fhe 
had been fo long inured, that it had loft 
Its terrors. True, this was far more 
gloomy ; but time, flie trufted, would re- 
concile her to the change. She could 
ftill apply to her God for confolation ; his 
penetrating eye could difcover her in the 
moft remote corner of the globe, and his 
watcliful care proteft her from the fnares 
and cmelty of the bafe and defighing.. 
To repine at, and contend with, the fe- 
verity of her fete would only ferve to ia- 
creafe its rigour. There might, and (he 
doubted not -but there would, come a time 
when her fame would be cleared from 
every unjuft afperfion ; and to that mo« 
ment (lie determined to look forward with 
hope. 

She 
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She- told her companion that he might 
depend on her -not giving him any trou- 
ble-: it. was now become immaterial to 
.her in what corner of »4he world her mife- 
ries were concealed ; but flie r requefted 
that-ihc woman- might be permitted to re- 
turn,, that flie might retire ta reft*-: The 
man, who ^xpefted -to find her unmly 
and violent in her -refentment, when flie 
found herfelf fo much deceived, readily 
complied with her defire.. He commend-? 
ed her fweetnefs and refignation, and pro- 
n^ifed to do-all in: his pow^r to make hii 
cottage agreeableii 

The two women made their appear* 
ance, and feemed to look, at her with a 
mixture of fea^r and tendernefs. This 
did not efcape the obfcrvation of Olivia | 
but flie determined never to attempt makT 
ing them difl^elieve- the tale they had 
heard of her infanity, till 4:ime fliould con* 
vince them they had been, like herfelf, 
deceived. 

The next morning Olivia arofe with a; 

greatei: 
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greater degree of compofure than (he had 
when (he retired to reft. She took a 
view of tha country from her little cafe- 
ment, which admitted a fmall portion of 
hght, juft fufficient to difcover tlie mean^ 
nefs of her room, and found, notwith- 
ft^nding the gloominefs of its appearance 
the preceding evening, that ihe was, even 
in this ftrange place, furrounded with a 
thoufand beauties, which uncultivated na- 
ture prefents ta the eapefiil and curious 
obferver. Her apartment, ^:is true, was 
mean^ but it was perfedlly neat. Reft 
had vifited her pillow : it had not always 
done fo in more fplendid apartments. 
Sorrow was the portion Heaven had cho- 
fen to beftow on her, and fhe would endea- 
vour to fubmit. A few days more fully 
reconciled Olivia to her furprifing change 
of fituation. She found the people with 
whom ftie was placed harmlefs, undcfign- 
ing, and obliging: they were poor, and 
therefore eafily prevailed upon to take the 
ohad'^e. of Olivia, without fuppofing (tlie 

women 
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women: I mean) that they were guilty of 
any injiiftice in doing fo ; and had they 
even fufpeAed it, fo defpotically did 
Farmer Roberts rale in his httle family,. 
one word from him wovild, at any time^,- 
have been fufEcient to filence aniy fccrct 
admonition which either confcience or 
pity miglu occafionally give rife to in 
their bofoms. 

Olivia requeued Mrs. Roberts to let 
her have fome neodk^^work ; as ihe both 
wiflied for employment, and to render 
Kerfelf ufeful teller a^d her iJMiperous^ 
family, the poor woman having fev^n 
children, and no female fervant. Slie-' 
made a number df caps aad little orna- 
laents for h^r fevourite diaugbter, who was 
a pretty girl, of about feventccn, and fo 
pcrfeftly good-humoured, that Mrs, Vane 
very foon propofed teaching her to read 
ami write : advantages fte never had en- 
couraged a fmgle hope of acquiring, as 
all kinds of learning, in the opinion of 
her father, wei'e unnecefiary for women. 

Phoebe, 
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Phoebe Roberts was Olivia's companion 
whenever fhe chofe to walk out; but ftrift 
orders ^ere. given that they fliould never 
attempt entering into converfation with 
any one, Or give the leaft account of their 
boarder, if enquiries were made after 
ler : orders that appeared to Olivia to- 
tally neodfefi, as' they had no neighbour 
within a mile of their dwelling, and the 
perfoas they faw poor day-labourers^ who 
were tioo much engaged about procuring 
the neceflalies of life, to trouble thdt 
beads about others coftcems. 

Phoebe fbon became extremely attached 
to Mrs. Vane ; her accomplijQiments, the 
purity of her mind, her engaging man** 
ners, the fweetnefs of her temper, taught 
this artlefs, uninfoniied ruftic to love the. 
amiable companion chance had thrown in 
her way; and convinced her that the peo- 
ple had deceived her father, by pretend- 
ing (he had loft her fenfes : no proof of 
£ucb lofs, in any inftance, had Ihe been 
abk to difcover, except the night of her 

arrival.: 
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arrival : on the contrary, flie thought the 
fw€et lady had more fenfe than any one 
flbe* had ever met wkh^ Th^fe, featiments 
fhfi imparted to Olivia with that fimple, 
hoMeftAinreferve, which coiild not fail to 
render the attachment, mutual. 

Olivia made no attempt. to write to any 
of- her friends, as the cruel letter, ^ faid to 
be- written by the orders of Mr. Vane, 
liad pofitively foj'bidden. her. doing fo;, 
but fbc fecretly fighed, ,and wiihed to 
know what fome dq*r 'friends thought of 
her abfenting he^felffrom the Grove ; not 
doubting but^.thoufand mifconftruftions 
were put upon- her condudt, and many 
fa]fe. reports fabricated upon, the occafion* 
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CHAP. XL. J 

An uncommon Vifitor. 

^^\ N E morning as Mrs. Vane, Mrs.' 
Roberts, and Phoebe, were fitting at 
work, they faw an old -gentleman open 
the little gate \vhi6h 4ed to the door of 
the cottage. Oh'! exclaimed Phoebe, if 
there is nottheold necromancer ! Well, 
i declare,'! never expedted he would have 
goneabroad any more. I proteft he looks 
worfe-than ever. — She flew, however, ^to 
open- the door, made one -of her^beft 
court'fies, and ulhered iiim into the room. 
Olivia arofe, but was irtftantly defired by 
th« ftranger to be refeated, as he w.ifhed 
<to give no difturbance to any one. Mrs. 
Roberts entered immediately into con- 
verfation with him ; whilft his chief at- 
tention was employed in obfervingOlivia, 

who. 
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who, ftruck with the fmgularity and 
llrangenefs of his appearance, took every 
opportunity of ftealing a look at him. 

He was dreft in ' an old black gown, 
which hung over an embroidered waift- 
coat ; his (hoes without any buckles, his 
ftockings loofe, his longhair twilled to- 
gether, and placed under his arm ; whieh, 
for want of combing, looked more like 
a rocket of tow than hair. He fpoke 
ilow, but with an cmphafis and energy 
that was uncomnK>n ajnd ^riking ; ftaid 
about half an hour ; promifed to call the 
next d^if; Ihook Phoebe by the haud^ 
and withdrew. Goodnefs ! faid ..the de- 
lighted Phoebe, -I am c^uite rejoiced to 
fee Mr. Mornington look fq well again* 
I am glad he has got rid of the blue 
devils, as. he calls them j for he is man** 
(Iroufly entertaining .wlien he is well, and 
Jb the humour to talk. I don't believe, 
if he is a coiyuror, as the peopkfay he 
is, that he does any barm. 

Mrs* Vane, wifhing to hear fome ac- 
.count of this new vifitor^ enquired of 

- Mrs.. . 
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IMrs. Roberts who :he was-? AH I know 

of him, Madam,^replied her good-natufed' 

hoiftefs, is, that he cause to this place alK)Ut 

. rhirteenor fouctccnyears ago^ hired rooms 

• ©f the town's peoptein, part of an old birild- 

i^^g next the church, which had not been 

kihabit«d niaoy y^ars, becaufe it fcems 

^hey were haunted ; and 'tis faid, un- 

<^ommon noifes have been heard, and a 

number of lights £teh flying about fiflce 

he lived there : but he does not regard 

them, and therefore people think, belike, 

he is'a conjurer hioafelf ; for he is fome- 

times walking about all night, and minds 

no cnore going^ through the church-yard 

when the, clock ftrikes at midnight, than 

. I -do. going about the houfe when the 

fun (hines. An old woman came with 

him to this place, and has lived with him 

. ever ftnce : fhe keeps nine or ten eats.— • 

-Then I prefujr.e, cried OKviar,- laughing, 

; fhe is imagined to be a witch,; no impro* 

per companion for a conjin-or. Why, to 

he fure, ftrange ftories arc t<Ad of them, 

replied 
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replied Mrs. Roberts ; for they never go 
to church, and no one dares venture to 
go into their houfe : but the old: gentle- 
man has a power of nioney, and when 
he will walk about, he relieves all that 
are iick, threatens all that are wickod with 
ev^ry thing terrible.; and yet fome arc fo 
full hai^dy as to fay, he has not necefTaries 
to fupply nature, but what he gets by the 
black art..Hahas bean very good to Phoebe, 
and has given her-feveral books ; but her 
father would not let her keep them. — Mrs. 
Vane enquired if they could not procure 
her a fight of them. After fearching a 
few minutes, they were produced; and 
proved to be a bible, prayer-book, and 
the Oeconomy of .Human Life. Olivia, 
convinced .from the choice x>f the book^ 
prefented to her young friend, that the 
giver of them could have ..no ill defigns 
againft her, but appeared to^poflefs both 
principle, religion, and' refledlion, was 
impatient for the time appointed to re- 
peat Jhis .vifit ; concluding, he riiuft be 

.driven 
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^ivfen into this rcclufc way of living by 
iome unavoidable misfortunes ; his con* 
verfation and addrefs being thofe of a 
gentlenian not unacquainted with the 
cuftoms and manners of polite life. 

The next evening, as Mrs. Roberts 
vas driving home her cow, flie was over- 
- taken by Mr. Mornington, who had not 
,fo far outlived all his curiofity as not to 
make fome enquiries after the young 
lady he had feen with her the preceding 
day. The good woman, who was much 
attached to him for the attention he 
had ihewn her daughter, inftantly told 
him all (he had been able to difcover re- 
fpedling Olivia ; her being crazed for 
love, and fent to them to be taken care 
of, in order to be kept out of bad people's 
way ; of her having raved terribly the 
firft night ihe arrived, but had been pure 
peaceable and good-humoured ever lince; 
adding, Ihe took on fadly at times about 
the cruelty of at Mr. Vane : but' as they 
were pretty well paid for the care of her. 
Vol. II. F why^ 
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wliy, TbmtRpb«rDs faidi ib was* n» buff* 
nefs. of tbeixs.^.and had charged thetH 
Bevtcr to alfe any queftions ; and there* 
fore file mufl: beg he wouW not iky a 
word to ber hifl&and, that flie had men* 
tooned/any thing, atwmt the lady, to him. 
He bowed^ aflfent, and haftfened to the 
houfe to fee ag^in the fair, but vrafortu- 
Bate objedt, Awho had fbuniifualiy excited 
his curiofity; and whofe fituation and hii^ 
t6ry claimed his utmoft- compaffio©* 
Olivia, equally interefted, and, on hei? 
parr, guided by the fame divine philan- 
thropy.,, very fpon entered into conver- 
fation with the venerable ftranger; who, 
when he left the houfe, was firmly per- 
fuaded lofs of reafan was not amongft the 
Bumber of reafom that had occafioned' 
her being an inhabitant in that retired 
corner of the world. 

Farmer Roberts's bufinefs generaltyi 
kept him abroad the greateft part of the 
day^ Mr. Mornington*s inclination, more 
frequently than ever, led him from hi« 

own 
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f»w& houfe to that of Roberts's. The 
more he faw and conver&d with Olivia, 
tb,e bettjpr he like4 be^ : mutiuaUy pleaied 
with each o<ther, unreiervc led the way 
to friendfliip. Olivia difcovered that a 
number of difappointments had driven 
her venerable companion from the cheer- 
ful haunts of men, and foured with 
difguft a temper naturally fweet and 
unfufpicious, Amongft the number of 
his misfortunes, the lofs of a favour- 
ite brother flood foremoft, who, in the 
early part of his life had fled from his 
family, and was never heard of after; 
though to have feen and forgiven him 
for having married imprudently, after 
fpending the greatcfl: part of his fortune, 
had been the earneft wifli of his dying 
father. He acknowledged that his fa- 
mily, from being onp of the firft and mod 
opulent, was almoft reduced and for- 
gotten ; he being the only furvivor, the 
laft that had lived to fee the wreck of 
F 2 what 
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what had once been great, powerful, and 
rcfpedable. He had never married, be- 
ing deprived by death of the woman he 
loved, a few days before their nuptials 
ihould have been celebrated- 
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CHAP. XLL 

Mutual Confidence rewarded^ iy giving. 
Birth to fome pleafant Hopes. 

VJ R S. Vane made Mr. Momingtonf 
acquainted with the moft ftriking 
paflages of her life, amongft which flie 
mentioned the ftrange circuniftance of 
her grandfather's pride and obftinacy, 
in concealing his name and family, even 
from his only fon. Mr. Mornington 
eagerly enquired if fhe had no picture, 
no trinket of her grandfather's, that 
could lead to a difcovery. She replied, 
thatflie had a miniature pidture of him, 
which Ihe had preferved with the greatell 
care ; and had been repeatedly informed 
it was a moft ftriking likenefs. The 
time that this had happened, and the 
F 3 circum- 
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circumftances, ftruck Mr. Mornington# 
Who knows, cried the old gentleman, 
but you may be the grand-daughter of that 
brother, whofe death I have fo long la- 
mented, and whofe fituation i fo often 
lighcd to be made acquainted with* 
Should I find you fo'!-r^But where is the 
pidture ? You bftvc Taifed h<>pes I. am 
eager to have realized. Mrs. VSnc bad 
tefc it JBt the 'Grove ; but promlfea, ff 
ever flie was permitted t6 return to her 
own houfc, iflie would fend a jncffcilger 
with it. Agitated and delighted, Mr. 
Mornington was already half-convinctd, 
from his own feelings, that matters would 
turn out, when an explanation took place, 
as he could wifh ; and aflured her, flxe 
would have no reafon to repent the con- 
fidence (he had repofed in him. Though 
not very rich, he continued, I hiave fome 
jewels and other valuables remaining, that 
will ferve to convince your hulband he 
has married the defcendant of a family 
fuperior to his own. Every fucceedmg 

inter- 
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interview ferved to ftrengthen an attach- 
ment which had fo unaccountably tsiken 
place^ and made Mr. Mornington anxious 
to have Olivia's fituation difcovercd to 
her friends, that his fuTpence refpedting 
their jconfanguinity might be ended ; at the 
fame time affuring her, the lofs of her 
fociety would be confidered by him as a 
heavy misfortune : but drclared,^whether 
ihe was related to him byihe ties of 
blood or not, flie Ihould affutedly be the 
child of bis adoption* 

He likewife infilted mi her having tet- 
ter accomod^ions at the cottage; and did 
not find it very difficult to prevail on 
Roberts to receive prefents for tliat pUr- 
jK>fe, he being very |)oor, having only a 
fmall quantity of iland,* whit h Randal had 
enabled him to hire, in order to ferve 
his own'^purpbfe. ttappy^ Wks it' for Oli- 
via that this latteratipn in^ htj ^matm^r o^ 
living took place ; as the coarfe fard fhfe 
had been obliged tO'i)ut iap with for' hear 
two months, would Jbave been Jrefulfed by 
F 4 the 
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the nioft menial fcrvantsin hctown fafnily^ 
Her wardrobe too, was but ill fupplied : 
ihe had brought fo fe^V cloaths with her, 
that the contents of her purfe was nearly 
exhau^ed in buying neceffaries : but flic 
was determined to make no application to 
Randal on that fubjeft, till reduced to the 
unavoidable necefiity of doing fo ; yet 
Ihe fometimes reproached herfelffdr blam- 
ing Randal. No doubt but he treated 
her as Mr. Vane diredlcd him. She bad 
fome friends who would generoufly Tup- 
ply her wants r if they were acquainted how 
cruelly Ihe was circumftanced ; but it would 
more fully expofe the injuftice of her 
hufband to inform them of her wretched 
iituation. It would likewife deprive her , 
of the fvveet confolatioh of having fub- 
mitted to her fate, without murmuring 
againft th6 caufe of her fufFerings; and 
by fo doing, had kept her mind at peace 
with itfelf. 

But ah! could he, could that once 
tender lover, whom ftie now called huf- 
band. 
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band, have feen the bloommg Olivia mean- 
ly and thinly cloathed, expofed to the 
chilling damps and cold oiF an unwhole- 
fomc air, in a mean cottage, that ihook 
with every guft of wind, fitting down to 
the moft homely fare, with uncomplain- 
ing refignation, it would have given a 
wound to his peace no time could ever 
again have clofed ! But what Ihe found 
rilore difficult to fupport without repining 
than even her own wants, was, the not 
having a (hilling to give the poor wretches, - 
of whofe diftreffes ihe had in fome de- 
gree partaken, and to whofe miferies flic- 
bad been an unwilling, witnefs, • 
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/^ N E zrcrriiij, j-ii is Mrs. Vane was 
rrrrar^^ r^ gp vf :>';vz to breatfaft 
wtci R^certs xrc his fi:i:ilv, flie heard a 
Tirr.ir bc:?ic ir 12< virc, which drew her 
tf> rie ^jTvfc T ; nrhes :hi £rft perfon flie 
K\>j*d ^^ Jt. Golvi^yn gen^ing out of 
:j ,vl^-c^i^l^ ir.d :ol!o^?vi by Mr. Beevor, 
^-^ ViT^v^ Sc-ar vIctwtl ttilrs, and, in a mo- 
rrrcrr:^ wis :::* the proc^cting arms of her 
lv-OY;rc Mr* GoIUwyr. Their mutual 
cc.i§*::c irvl ;ig:M::oa \^-as, for foaae mo- 
rxa^?^ ^x> gn^ic to be exprefled in words. 
The f.veec fufierer held out her trembling 
ItJinvi tv> Mr» Beevor ; and when the tor- 
iv?it of ;v>y hid in 4bme degree lubflded, 
Cv ci^vrlv entiuired how they had dif- 
^^\civd the place ia which Ihe was con- 
cealed ?— i 



r> 
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ceakd '?— •— ^Reftrain your aariofityv my 
^cbild, replied Mr. Goldwya, till you arc 
-moire :compafed (leading Kct into the 
'hou&j^^iu therfe." people, (I .•fiiippofe,'j'>cali 
.provide us with fotnething for biieakfafl: : 
.we really ftand in need of rbfrefhinent 
"after our long journey. Mrs. Roberts 
was called; and the befl: entertainment 
the boufe afforded was fet before them. 
<31ivia, feated between thefe her friends, 
found this -one of ahe happieft riiomerics 
of her life. This is fo<great, founex*- 
:ped:ed a pieafure, fhe exclaimed, I kno*- 
not how to fupport it as I ought ! Every 
pattering hope is revived "in' my* oare- 
-^vorn'bofom, and all my fbrnowy baniflied ! 
The two gentlemen .looked at the guilc- 
lefs'fufferer, thenat'tlve miferable hovel 
they found her in, whilfl: the vifible change 
in her -perfon iand appearance^ilruckthem 
■with, horror. The indignation that filled 
'-thchr hearts tinged rherr cheeks ; and rt 
-was with great difficulty they impofed 
^filcnce.on themfelves. Thebreakfaft was 
F 6 no 
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na fooncr over, than Mr. Goldw)m iri'* 
formed Olivia, fhe was indebted to the 
unceafing friendlhip, anxiety, and yigi* 
ience of Mr. Beevor for the difcovery 
they had made of her fituation, whom 
he infifted fliould be his own hiftorian. 
Mr. Beevor modeftly acquiefced. 

^^ When I firft heard of your having left 
the Grove, Madam, I was convinced your 
abfence muft have been occaiioned by 
circumftances very uncommon. I called 
and examined your fervants ; all I could 
learn of them was, that you had ordered 
a chaife ; and, accompanied by a ftranger 
of rather mean and fufpicious appearance, 
had left your houfe, much agitated. I 
then applied to Randal for an expla- 
nation; but he pretended to be totally 
ignorant of your flight, and threw out 
hints, that he fancied you had other com-» 
pany waiting to receive you on the road ; 
faying, he meant to inform Mr. Vane of 
your elopement the earlieft opportunity, 
I left the wretch with difgufl, but noc 

with- 
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without teltii)g him, I imagined he knew 
more of this matter then he found it con- 
venient to acknowledge* I then paid a 
yifit to this your worthy friend, and wc 
agreed to wait the event in filence, con- 
cluding the more buftle we made, the 
greater care would be taken to prevent 
9 difcovery. In juftice, I mufl; inform 
you. Madam, you had other friends 
equally anxious for your prefervation : 

Sir Robert and Lady Clifton, Lqrd *' 

Enough, cried the blulhing Olivia: I 
owe much gratitude to Heaven for raifing 
me up fuch kind friends in the hour of 
perfecution and diftrefs; but pray proceed. 
** I called frequently upon Randal, con- 
tinued Mr. Beevor, and fecretly made 
every enquiry that could tend to find 
out your fituation 2 vain were all my en- 
deavours : at length an accideint unfolded 
what my utmoft efforts could not accom- 
plifti: — Randal fell from his horfe, and 
broke his leg in fo dangerous a manner, 
that the furgeon who was fent for, pro- 
nounced 
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^nounctd the ^dveaafAJl ieni^nce tff '^m- 
putation: theh^it was the poi>rJuttli^j^;^ 
man, I pnefutne, began to fedl meperttattcfc 
for his <jondi<£t towafrds -j^ou^ attd con*- 
•fidered this mi^fottune as a judgmi^lit 
fent to punifli His inj^iftke. Nothing 
would fati^fy Hhn but my 'bdhg fent for. 
I went, exapiin^d the jfradtUred limb, 
•and declared it my opinion, that it might 
he ' foVed ^K^ithodt 'his life bciiig dn* 
dangcred. Tmnfportcd at thy ^diflferihg 
in opinion from ^the other 'fbrgcon, he 
refolutely declared he would put his life 
into Tiiy care,"and that no' Other flibuld, 
^fefathe^iyioteefs. Tfhfel as r^ftH-Wety 
tjppofed^ and, requ^ftitig the people to 
leave mc a Few hiiciutes ilorte wlthniy 
-patient, Itbld^him that, urileft he vioxiVA 
-itifortn me what was become bf 'ycKi, 
JMadam, «nd ^hy^j^u bad been- fcfM^'frotn 
your hoUfe, l^would inftantk'leive him, 
iand return no mdre to'his aflrfla'ncc, 
Xjuilt, pain, fhame, and remorfe threw him 
into agonie«'; 'but after having argued, 

foothed^ 
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Toothed, and threatened, he relu^nHy 
told me, that if I would promift you 
Ihould never betray this infamous part of 
his condud to the world, he would in- 
form me of the whole tranfadbion. I 
promifed ; and he related, with agonizing 
contrition. That finding Mr. Vane was 
flctermined on continuing abroad, h^'had 
bafcly contrived, by forging Mr. Vane's 
hand-writing, to fend you from the Grove, 
in order to appropriate the income al- 
lowed you to his own private ufe ; and 
not doubting, but when he heard of your 
elopement, it would confirm him in the 
refolution of no more returning to'Eng- 
land. He had cherilhed hopes of ac^ 
cumulating a large fortune to himfelf, 
by having the management of Mr. Vane's 
cflates thrown wholly irtto his power'; 
adding, that he had not yet been iblfe tb 
acquire fufficient courage to write to his 
•patron an account of your abfence^frorti 
the Grove. Repentance, and -a fear<lf 
being difcovercd, had followed fo quick 

on 
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on the ,fteps of guilt, as had deprived 
him of the power to write. The poor 
man, who was his afliftant in this diabo- 
lical flxatagem, he exculpated from all 
blame ; faid he was a diftant relation^ 
whom poverty and neceflity had rendered 
fubfervient to his purpofes.- 

** After I had performed my duty as a 
furgeon, and attended him till all danger 
was over, I fent for Mr. Goldwyn ; and 
we hurried to this place, in order to efcort 
you in fafety to Vane-Grove* You have 
now nothing to fear from any farther de- 
figns of Randal. Your falary is to be 
regularly paid you, and all deficiencies 
made good on the day.yoia return to yout 
own houfe.'* , 

Therefore, my child, added Mr. Gold- 
wyn, fet about packing up as quick as 
poflible,. that we may Kberate you firom 
one place of confinement, and convey 
you to another. A tear ftrayed down hiis 
venerable cheek at that unpleafant rcGol^ 
leftion. 

Olivia, 
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Glivk, after making the moft grateful 
acknowledgments to lier two friends, pre- 
pared for her departure, for which little 
preparation was neccflary ; and the being 
convinced that Mr. Vane had no hand in 
fqnding her from the Grove, removed a 
heavy weight of mifery from her bofom, 
becaufe it leflened his injuftice. She in- 
formed Mr. Goldwyn of her meeting 
Mr. Mornington, and of the hopes (he 
cherifhed, that through him Ihe fliould be 
able to difcover her father's family. A 
meflenger was inftantly difpatched to re- 
queft his company at the Cottage. He 
came; and after being fome time (hut 
up with Mr. Goldwyn, he took his leave 
of Olivia, with a firm perfuafion that (he 
was indeed the daughter of that loft bro- 
ther whom he had fb long lamented, 
every circumftance tending to corroborate 
his hopes. The pifture was to be fent 
him as foon as Mrs. Vane arrived at the 
Grove ; and he promifed, if he found (he 
was his niece (as Nature had already al- 

moll 
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moftconvineed 'him by ber jpfi>werful*feeU 
ings) he would (o far conquer his re« 
pugnancie to again mixing -with fpciety, 
as to pa^ her a viiit as foon as a reunion 
had taken {)lace between her and her 
bufband. 

Olivia borrowed a few rguineas of her 
friends, which (lie prefented to Mrs. Ro- 
berts ; who lamented parting witli her 
boarder with many tears. She likewife 
forgave her worthlefs hu&and'the part he 
had afted ; but he received fome yeiy 
fevere admonitions from the two gentle- 
xntn, to be. more cautious how he behaYe4 
in future, left he met with punifliment 
inftead of pardon ; advilLng. him never 
again to let neceffity lead him to become 
theaifoijiate with guilt. 

By the confent 0( Mr. Goldwyn, Mrs. 
Vane prevailed upon Mr^. Roberts to let 
her take her eldeft daughter hplne with 
her;, the poor girl having earneftly foli- 
cited to have the honour of being her 

maid,; 



maid ; declaring flie never (hould be hap- 
py if her requeft was not granted. This 
matter was eafily managed with her pa- 
rents* The happy party in a few hours 
left the village, and' arrived without any 
accident at ^yaae-GmVd* 
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CHAP. XLIIL 

In" which Olivia fsf convinced Jbe knerv' fi&f 
the Value of font e Blejfings fhe had en^ 
joyed^ till Jhe found herfelf deprived of 
them. 

ISt^ EVER was greater joy cxpreffed^ 
than by the fervants, when they 
welcomed their mifti-efs to her long-for- 
faken home. Mrs. Vane received letlenr 
of congrauilation from Lady Clifton and 
Mrs. Goldwyn, to whom alone had beeiv 
imparted the caufe of her involuntary ab- 
fence. Mr. Beevor fettled Mr. Vane's 
affairs with Randal, who now declined 
interfering refpefting the conduit of the- 
fair reclufe, and offered to folidt Mr. 
Vane for any additional indulgences that 
Mrs. Vane might require. This (he pru- 
dently rejefted ;- and before flie parted 

• with 
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niith Mr. Goldwyn, told him, it was her 
intention to make no ' alteration in her 
manner of living, till her hufband himfelf 
fliould requeft her to a6t otherwife. Mr. 
Goldwyn commended her refolution ; faid 
every thing in his power to ftrengthen it ; 
and cautioned her not to let any ftrata- 
gcm decoy her from the peaceful afylum, 
to which ftie was returned in fafety : and 
he had the iatisfadion of leaving her 
mc^e xompofed, and much happier, than 
he had ever done fince hejr becoming a 
widowed wife. To Mr. Goldwyn (he en- 
trufted the picture promifed to be fent to- 
Mr. Mornington : at the moment of do- 
ing fo, it brought to her remembrance a 
fimilar requeft, which flie had made on a 
former occafion ; and Ihe ftcretly breadi- 
.ed a wi(h, that the pidlure fhe now gave 
him might not prove the four^e of future 
fprrow. 

The mifery, both of body and mind, 
the mortifying inconveniences, the humi- 
liating ^iftrelfes, which Olivia had feen 

and 



ai^c} pflftakea at chc Cottage^ gave her 
Bectoublod reUfli tor cnjojMiiecbleflihg^an 
jgain reftored to her: Mr. Bcovctr frc?^ 
quently- called- at the Grove,;, his-iTaaiiabla 
vife qgtiatrivcsd tor noeet. hjov, whea flie 
v4feed' ia ther pack or planitationsj.and 
{bi4 ^v^ry thing, im her povEor to; onliTjeiL 
hear fpirits. Phoebe Hboborts: was: 2l fbcjdir 
ing- and fyaipathizing companion, in hro 
hours'of foclufion. . Hope gleamed throu^ 
the ftill-hovering: cloud: of defpaic, .aiut 
Qheerfiilnefs would {bmetiines: fteal into^ 
her bofom. She now followed all her 
former amiifements with additional! fatis- 
faction. — At this time. flie. received the 
following letter- from the Friendly Spy,, 
whom flie began to fear, from the fength^ 
of his filence,. would write to her no 
ijiorc. 
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LETTER XIV. . . 

To Mies* Van'H. 

TN a former letter. Madam, I fentyou 
the hiftory of an amiable, but unfor- 
tunate fifter, I will now fend you* my 
own ; which, if it does not prove equally 
intereftitig, will, I truft, ferve to convince 
you that none, or very few, efcape with- 
out meeting their allotted portion of af- 
fliction. ♦ 

We court happinefs in ten thoufand 
different ' purfuits, and various fliapes ; 
but the airy phantom eludes our grafp, 
and deceives our high-raifed expectations. 
We then" complain of the cruelty and in- 
juilice of Heaven, for infpiring us with 
hopes that are only formed for their Qwn 
difappointment. Aks ! the fource of our 
complaints firft take rife -from the frailty 
of our own. diflatisfied hearts^ wfeich Jead 

our 
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our vain wifties to. foar above the reality 
of our enjoyments. Therefore^ when w9 
have attained that which we eameftly de- 
lired, we repine and murmur at difcov^- 
ing, it doth not bring with it the train of 
delights we foolifhly expedted. — I have 
been myfelf, by indifputable experience!, 
long convinced of this important truth. 

When I firft fet out in life., I laboured 
under all the disadvantages of' a very li- 
mited fortune. I belonged to a family 
vinmarked with honours or" diftlndlion^ 
and without ever having had an opportu- 
nity of forming a connedion v/ith perfons 
who had it in their power to ferve me 
in the profeffion to wliich I had been 
brought up, 

I likewife imprudently married, before 
I was old enough to refled oa the hard- 
(hips and difficulties a man muft encoun- 
ter, encumbered with a family, and nearly 
allied to indigence. However, I was foon 
let into a difcovery of my miftake, by 
the pungenqy of thofe feelings which the 

natuie 
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nature of fiich fitiiations muft produce in 
e^'cry thinking mind. 

I loved my unfortunate partner in af- 
ffiftion with a fervency and tendernefs, if 
not unexampled, yet not often to be 
found with poverty and defpondencyi 
and tlie fincerity of my attachment ferved 
to increafe my regret. I now imagined 
that happinefs refided only in the habi- 
tations of affluence. Overlooked, flight- 
-ed, calumniated, and treated with unre- 
mitting contempt, my foul was rendered 
callous, for a time, to all the fine feelings 
x>f that generous philantliropy which re- 
fle6ls fo much honour on human nature^ 
I iighed to be of that confequence, the 
pofTeffion of which I had been taught to 
envy in others ; and ib eager was I to be 
in favour with that fickle dame, called 
Fortune, that difcontent prevented my 
enjoying the few comforts I might other- 
wife have krtown; 

The beauty of my wife infenfibly lofl 
its power to charm ; and my churliflmels 

Vol, II. G was 
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was at times io great, as to be even dif- 
giifted with the patient humility and 
gentle Iweetnefs, which had never been 
lofl in fufierings equal with my own. 

But the ill-natured remarks, the fuper- 
cilious fneers, the infulting infolence ,of 
mulliroom-pride, planted thorns around 
my pillow to diflurb my repofe ; whilft 
the heart-wounding thought of leaving 
my children to experience the fan>e cut- 
ting mortifications, prevented my feeling 
any fatisfadion at being a father ; and I 
fecrctly repined at being the caufe of in- 
troducing fo many iiinocent but helplefs 
beings into a world of injuftice and cruelty. 

Many a time have I b^en in a room 
full of company, whe;pe I Jiaye Ikt tiU I 
imagined myfelf l^ecome invifible to the 
party; fo tqjtally regardlefs were they of 
a man, whofe indigen^ce, by being vknown, 
was a cloak of oblivion to every merit and 
good quality he poflefled. Though honcft^ 
^nd not without either honour or integrity, 
ftill I was poor^ In public I very feldom 

ventured 
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venturbd to pay my rcfpefts to a fuperior, 
4eft' he Ihould be too fliort-fighted to 
know me, or, wh|it was worfe, return my 
refpeftful attention with a fneer of morti-. 
iying contempt. 

During all my • years df probationary 
poverty, fo great was my diffidence, I 
never but twice was caught in the unpar- 
donable crime tsf f^ym^'Kgovd fhing.'-^ 
Then, *dne ot the company enquired, 
with die m(^ provokiivg fan^'fr^id^ what 
the poor man mea-nt by his witticifms ? 
and concluded with Wondering that fuch 
kinyrof* people fhoitld be fo eager to mix 
with their foperii3irs^? Th^ fame ill-fated 
nioii^iitj deprived me of 'th^'friendfliip of 
alm«)ft the'oinly family I had ventured to 
think fin cere in their attachtoent ; — and 
they atfo'fo flighted my innoffenfive wife, 
that (he gaVfe me a hint, never again to 
think of ftewing my vinderftanding in 
public. 'Indeed T never, for fome years 
^fter, prefumed to have an ' cfpinion of 
tny own ; and if I even pretended to know 
* G 2 • any 
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any thing of the moft iminterefting nature, 
I have been immediately reminded, that 
people in my fituation could not poffibly 
be acquainted with fuch matters as had 
been diicufled. But, what was ftill more 
infupportable, people would not allow me 
to have any knowledge in my profeffion, 
though many of them at that moment were 
indebted to my care for the fiiil pf hum^ 
bleflings. ; 

Amidft this fcene of dejefted humilia- 
tion, a gentcjel foitune unexpeftedly de- 
volved to me, by iJie des^th of one of 'my 
wife's relations. Gracious God ! s — that 
different fituations (hould difcover fucli 
fudden revolutions in people's opinipns ! 
r— I was inftantly pronounced a fecond 
Solomon ; — and non^ could think of put- 
ting themfelves under the care of any one 

J>ut Mr. r . I can now talk non- 

jfcnfe, and have it admired ; and had not 
my own long acquaintance with tpisfor- 
tune convinced me, beyond a doubt, of 
the infijicerity x>f mankind m gefieriil, I 
fhould be fo far intoxicated with vanity, 

as 
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{£5 to imagine myfelf a prodigy-. To have 
a man's frailties applauded — is TufEcient 
to deprive him of his reafon^ his humi- 
lity, and even his honeftyi 

I am now likewife convinced, by that 
beft of leffons, experience, that riches, 
that, moft envied of all mortal pofteffions, 
have their attendant cares iniepar^bly con- 
neded with them ; and that to flatter 
ourfelves with the hopeis of uhiiiterrupted 
happinefs in any - fitiijC^ten, during our 
pilgrimage in this fluctuating world, is 
mere delufion. To meet with as little 
difcompofure as the nature of our feelings 
will allow, and to reconcile ourfelves, 
without complaining, to the difagreeable 
train of events it may be pur lot to en-, 
counter ;, is wifdom — 'tis the utmofl hap- 
pinefs human nature is capable of enjoy- 
ing, and nnuft be acquired under the pla- 
cid, name of our beft friend. Content- 
ment. 

Did the happinefs of man depend upon 

hi^ .ppfl^effions, many indeed muft be un- 

., .. , G 3 avoidably 
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avoidably wretched : but it is &r otfier- 
wife. The humble, unambitious, mind 
of the real Chriftian has few wants to- 
gratify : He depends not upon the world 
(ot a fupply to his enjoyments ; and 
though far removed from the fovmd of 
noify mirth, or the giddy voice of plea- 
fure, they are unacquainted with thaf ge- 
nuine treafure., which I have ventured to 
call tlie beft friend of ma<n, under . :the 
name of Contentment. 

: ' i i » • : ' . 
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C H A P. XLlV. 
"Retrt^Wton^ Foi^titude, itnd Refignation.- 

r^trl VI A was delighted with the above 
letter ; and> from the contents, fixed 
upon a perfon, in her own mind, as the 
undoubted writer of it ; nor Was fhe mil- 
taken in her conjeftures : but as (he im- 
parted her fentirhents to no one, it would 
not be right to difeover her thoughts till 
ftie herfelf chofe to avow them. 

She now took a retrofpeftive view of 
her fituation, and begkh to fufpeft (he 
had aAed wrong, if not wickedly, in 
feeling fuch unceafing regret for what flie 
knew not but might be permitted, as a 
trial of her patience : and this letter was 
the means of introducing a thoufand va- 
rious and pleafing hopes. When the foul 
i$ deprefled, and the woe - worn mind 
G 4 finking 
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finking into a habitual defpondencc, im- 
dcr the complicated union of fears and 
cares, whither can it retire for confola- 
tion ? ' Not to itfelf : for there all is too 
melancholy for hope to enter ; there 
every thou^t partakes of its. dgeftion.-t- 
From the world (he was baniftied : But 
this letter convinced her, that»the world. 
was no antidote agairift misfortune, be- 
caufc from the world, the writer's friendly 
epiflle convinced her, many trying for-j 
rows had their fource ; arid that even in^ 
the hour of anguilh, die unfortunate could 
not efcape its treachery. A perfeft ac- 
quiefcence therefore with our own frai\ 
nature, mull be die beft prefervative a- 
gainil defpair; and the hiftory of ano- 
ther's life, a means to render us fatisfied 
with our own. Books, flie concluded, 
and indeed had found, were the pleafant- 
eft refource. Without either flattery or 
falfe promifes, they foothed the troubled 
foul of the patient fufferer, who, from, 
their intelligent leaves, could trace af- 

flidions 



•^ 
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fliftions .(Uperior ,ta their, own, and, be 
encouraged ,by^. the triumph ibme Jiave 
gained over mifery. . The pages of phi- 
lofophy would lend their aid-; and daily 
practice had already, llicwn hejjy that Re- 
ligion .was. >ever . ready to poiui[;,ii|5 balm 
int9 the XoiU, whenever flic .^vas ; applied 
to for hex; a{fill:ancel « ■ . '> 

.To her library GUvia often flew for re- 
lief ; and Ihe found the poifon^ of defpair 
expelled by the application. In contem- 
plating the fortitude of others^ flie felt its 
influence on herfelf.— 4n onfe of thofe fc- 
rene moments, which hope had marked 
with its brighteft rays, flie wrote the fol- 
lowing little Ode, and addrellcd it to the 
fource of her fere^ity. 



G5 Od 
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ODE to Resignation. 



WITH toil we Happinefs purfue. 
Never poffefs^d, yet ftill in view. 

We think the prize to gain :.. 
Each gay^ dejufive pleafure court, . 
To all life's various fcenes reforjt -— 

The fearch, alas ! how vain 1 

Thougli on the wlieel of Fortune plac'd,^ . 
With beauty,, honour, title gracM, , 

And friends a numerous train ; 
t)epriv'd of health, our joys are fled,. 
The heart to each amufement dead, 

While hope is loft in pain. 

The world's a pilgrimage of care ;: 
Each man has his allotted fhare, 

For fome wife purpofe giv'n. 
To difregard the rubs of life, 
The taunts of envy, or of ftrife, 

Is wiitlom, fure, from Heav'n, 



The 
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The flave, when tugging at the oar. 
His wretched fortune will deplore, 

It hope withdraw its ray : 
Whilft he, who puts thofc fetters on, 
Mny with luperior angulfh mourn. 

And curie each dawning day. 

Falfe friends near rank and fplendor dwell 5. ' 
Nay, fometlmes haunt the humble cell 

Of unaffuming worth. 
E-'en he who toils to gain fupport, 
Some flatt'ring fycophant will court,^ 

If kept from higher eartlu 

Would mortals, with impartial eye. 
The works of Nature's hand defcry. 

This truth they would obtain : 
That Providence, with niceft ikill, 
Divides the lots' of good and ill, 

Of j)leafure and of pain. 

l>cncath the crmin'd robes of ftr.tc. 
Cares num'rous as attendants v/ait. 

Peace for ambition pays : 
The peafant who to labour goC^, 
Enjoys more undifturbM rcpofc 

Than he who empire fways 

G 6 Remote. 
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Remote from pride, unknown to ill, 
My wilh to climb life's nigged hill. 

With Refignation bleft. 
Let others wear the gilded crown, 
Compos'd Pd lay the burden down. 

In hopes of endlefs. reft- 



Olivia again refumed her evening walks, 
an exercife (lie was particularly fond of^. 
in her days of, peaceful freedom, when 
no rigid authority had limited her liglit 
and cheerRil fteps to the confines of onfr 
narrow fpot. In her garden, however. 
Nature had been profiifely. lavifh of her 
fweets, and Art had not been employed 
in vain : Eden itfelf could i>ot have pre- . 
fented a more enchanting pifture of de- 
light. 

But even to this amufement (lie received 
an interruption, by obfervihg a man, who 
frequently came as if with the defign of 
watching her ftfeps :. He was wa:apt upJn 
a (liabby great coat, wore his hat fo low 
over his eyes> that, it was not poflible to> 
- difcover 
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difcover his face : He fometimes flood 
with his eyes bent on the earth, as if bu- 
ried in the mod profound meditation ; the 
next moment would Fiurry from the fpot, 
as if endeavouring to efcape from perpe- 
trating fome terrible defign he had -been 
tempted to accomplifli, Ohvia mentioned 
her furprife, and imparted her fears ta 
Mr, BeeVor, who, afraid of alarming her, 
made iight of the man's bcluviour; but 
advifed heir' not to walk out unattended 
by one of "her fervants. Sometimes (he 
thought it might be the audacious Wil- 
fordv who meant to frighten her, by way 
of revenge. On findings however, he 
made no» attaempt to diftilrb or intemipt> 
herj except by walking near her houfe^ 
her fears fubfided ; and (he refolutely de- 
termined; that, ^no^ impertinent or curious: 
. obfcrver fhould depnVe her of an- amufe- 
ment^o- neceflary- td the prefervation or 
her health atid ipirits,r • ^ 



CHAP. 
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G H A P. XLV. 

lutohich it is neccffary to look bach\'' ' 

PT IS now time to make fortie - ^tt^ 
quifics after Mr. Vane, with ^bow^ 
we h^ve had but little interc6ojrfe Worn . 
the hour in Whkh he departed from the 
Grove. Urged by an irrefiftible im- 
pulfe of indignation, pafSon, and jealous . 
phrenzy, and without fuppofing it jiof* 
fible for the panics > to be guiltlefs, be-^ 
caufe he himfelf irhaginfid the contfiry, 
be left his houfe in a ftate the moft favage 
heart would have been inclined to- pity, . 
and went to Randal ; : who, unfortunately 
for the unhappy Vane, wafe the only man : 
in the world that would not haveattenrptcd . 
to diffuade him fronr his piirpofe. . ■ 

After having fixed upon a plan for. 
making fuch remittances to Mrs, Vane as ^ 

be. 
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he might have occafion for, attended 
only by one fervant, he hurried to London, 
where ht remained na^ longer, than to. 
receive intelligence of Davenport*s being 
pronounced out of danger from his 
wounds,' before he prepared,. with all the 
eagcrnefs of indignant defpair, ta leavda 
kingdom^, in which he falfely imagined 
himfclf to have beea cruelly and irre- 
parably injured*. He foon arrived in Paris, , 
that grand theatre of pleafure and polite- 
nefs, and very foon entered with avidit)^^ 
into every gaiety and extravagance to be 
found in that diffipated city. But in 
none of its alluring and enchanting de- 
lights could he find that fweet peace, 
that ineftimable content, of which one 
unlooked^pr unexpected hour had fo 
cruelly deprived him. The image of 
Olivia accompanied him to every place ; 
and though he wiflicd to forget her, love 
was too faithfully attached to his injured 
faVoufite, ever to defert her caufe. Hy-» 
men too, introduced fome reproaches, of 

.having 
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having" h\s rights tnfulted by JeaJojufy. ; 
and a fecret reniorfe attended tbofe^lUfint 
admoniihers. But jealoufy, . of . all .,tb€ 
paffions baneful to the petCef of njorials^ 
is the b^deft to coDquer, .and^its jeiFc<9[S 
the moft difficult to be eradicated. .Like 
a guilty cQofcience,. it allows no refpiw 
to- the unfortunate . wretcb over wliomil 
gains an afcendant.- It is. painful alike, in 
all kingdoms, and throws a iliade .ai 
impenetrable darknefs over every enjoy* 
ment.. With jealoufy no peace, can dweUf 
or joy inhabit. In every i>art. of thi? 
globe it is to its unfortunate. vi(^ims-the 
grand enemy of happinefs. 
. Long did Vane : refolutely perfift in en- 
deavours to recover, in the g^eties and 
pleafure of the great wocld, the peace be 
bad, perhaps- by bis own impatient im* 
petuofity, . forfaken and loft. After one- 
doubt arofe of not having, afted right, it- 
Was followed by many others ; • and he l^*^ 
gan to. take a retrofpe&ive view of^his 
own condu(3: with regret. He frequently- 
received 
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received letters from England. Olivia's 
cotfdudt was fuch, that even Randal, 
the unfeeling Randal, durft not prefume 
to" ccnfur.e. Her patient fweetnefs, her 
refdlute obedience, her unrepining fuf- 
fcrings,' ha.d created her many friends 
amongft her furrounding neighbours ; and 
Randal had, though unwillingly, been 
prevailed upon to fend two letters to his 
patron, written by unknown friends, in 
behalf of the injured Olivia; in which a 
long and interefting account of her con* 
duft fince his departure, was warmly 
and impartially defcribed, and her in- 
nocence refolutely afferted, refpedting her 
unintentional mreeting with Davenport. 
' Thefe letters made a very ftrikingim- 
preffion on the mind of Vane, already in 
part felf-cbttvifted. He began to think, 
notwithftanding - every alarming appear- 
a'ncci 'thatifwas poffible for liim to hav^e 
adted' wrong ; and he would have given 
the world, had it been at his difpofal, to 
have recalled that hour in which the diC 

traded 
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tradred Olivia fo- ca^heftiy ihtteafeiT KTnt 
to grant her a A inrefvieV. 

Many, months after this he remained In 
a ftate of irtelbltitc . wretchediiefs. He 
wilhed' to retutn^ut 't6- tdfide ih Eng- 
gland, without bein^ rc'coitdied to Ms. 
wife, would be= ii^polffiM'e; ^ If- (he was 
innocent, would flie feVer^ again ctonfcttt ta 
live with a m^h by whotri flie had been fa 
truelljr afperfed, i\:!f]()eStfedi atidinjuret}? 
Davenport had lovedhet long, flncerely 
loved her. tte had beieft pteirailM uppn 
to facrifice that love to the ambi'ttbliis views- 
of hrs father. On the contrary, though. 
Olivia might once feel k partiality iti 
favour t>{ hi^ rfval,, Ihc had 'chieerFully 
cotifcnted, and volotitarily a<!:companied. 
him to the altar. What rijght then had 
he to doubt the honour of his Wife, be«- 
caufe Davenport was flill a cjiptiVc to her 
chiarms ! he trembled, and 'wiflied to .fly 
the feverity of his own calm, impaffioned. 
irefledtions. 

France was no longer fupportable.-^— 

He 
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He therefore returned to England, in 
much the fanie* confliding date of mind 
as he had before left it, to feek a Ihelter 
from care in the bofom of France. He 
very unexipedtedly arrived at the houfe of 
the defigning Randal, by whom he was 
welcomed with the fmiles of afFefted -joy 
and well-adted deceit.. 

He, however, refolutely determined to 
remain concealed, till fome fortunate 
moment ihould arrive that wi^uld afford 
hirti the opportunity, for which his foul, 
now eagerly longed, of again beholding 
Olivia-— the firft, the laft, the only objeft 
X)i his fondeft love. He had not in thfe 
paroxyifm of his unhappy j^aloUfy been 
more ready to conclude her guilty thaft 
he was now to believe her innocent. Such 
the variable changes performed in the 
minds of men when they fuffer them- 
felves to be governed by the impulfe of 
the prefent moment, or tamely fubmit 
to the impetuous- guidance of thofe way- 
ward and arbitrary paffions which reafon 
is not permitted to diredt.. 

It 
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It was Vane himfelf, under the fhelter 
of a mean difguile, that had fo much 
alarmed OUvIa in- her evening . walks. — 
He had carefully watched all her fteps, 
eagerly gazed upon her pallid counte- 
nance, which, however, ftill retained the 
traces of that beauty which^ in his boyifli 
days, had held him captive. A thoufand 
times he was tempted to throw himfelf at 
ha* feet, in order not only to folicit, bui: 
demand forgivenefs, for the effeAs of a 
conduA which had originated from hc^ 
apparent imprudence ; but no fooner did 
he behold the lovely objedt of^bis cruelty, 
than all liis refolutions vaniflied. The fcr 
renity of her afpeft, on which grief had 
made a vifible impreflion ; the beauty of 
her perfon^ which, though wailed by the 
rigour of confinement, ftill retained all its 
native elegance; but more than all the reft, 
the interefting fimplicity of her amufe-^ 
inents convinced him, the mind muft be 
innocent to v/hich fuch fimple pleafures 
could afford deliglu ; and that a .virtuous 

fortitude 
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fortitude .alone could have fupported her 
throuigh fuch a long feries of uncommon 
^iftjfefs. .The conflidts he endured brought' 
oij,^^ l^Qw. fever, the effefts of which foon 
becaflie as alarming to himfelf as they 
were vilible to thofe few with whom he 
had intrufted the fecret of his return ; and 
even Randal, foftened by his fufferings, 
urged him to take fome fteps, in order to 
efFeft a fpcedy reconciliation with Mrs, 
Vane. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

A RecoiK'diationy and its Confequences^ 

"V/TRS. Vane frequenriy fat whole hours 
in a delightful temple which her huf- 
band, in his firft moments of gratitude, 
had confecrated to the deity to whom he 
thought himfelf fo much indebted- It 
was called The Temple of Hymen. On a 
beautiful painting was reprefented Love 
and Hymen, in the moft perfe6t harmony 
and friendfllip with each other ; at their 
feet Envy and Difcord throwing their 
fnakes around, who appeared to obferve' 
the union as the certain Riin of their de- 
ftru6tive influence, whilft a little Cherub 
was attempting to throw a veil over them, 
in order to conceal and prevent their de- 
tefted purpofe. 

The Spring had juft withdrawn her 

tranfporring 
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>tranfportipg beauties, to give place to the 
i^qiial delight? of Summer, The ri' 
pened flxawberry peeped from between the 
leaves, and every tree feenied proud of 
prefenting its grateful offerings of pleaf- 
ing variety to. its fair proteclrefs; who, 
tempted by the finenefs of the afternoon, 
deteraiined to indulge berfelf and ali 
her little favourites, by partaking of every 
iweet the gay profufion ofFe^'ed. Accom- 
panied and aflifted by her maid,, flie con- 
veyed her guiltlefs, but affedionate com-, 
panions into the temple, where flie pre- 
sented each with a treat fuitable to their 
.different taftes. 5he even ventured to in- 
dulge her birds witli libei:ty to &y about 
-the garden; for \yhen fummoned by hejc 
Avell-known voice, flie knew they^ would 
eagerly attend her calL She had men- 
tioned^ her ifKention of drinking tea that 
afternooi? in the teipjde ; and having tak«* 
,en her work ^d-a bpok, the hours had 
ftolen imperceptibly away, and flie had 
Jiot a thought of returning to the houfe 

till 
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till her maid came to inform her it was 
near eight o^clock; and (lie was appre- 
henfive that (he would catch cold if fhe 
ventured to flay out any longer* She 
found more difficulty than fhe imagined 
in recovering her little captives ; and flie 
was obliged to purfiie her favourite Cana- 
ry bird (one of thofe that Vane had placed 
in her dreffing-room, previous to her ar- 
rival at the Grove) to the very confines 
of her garden, before he would obey her 
fummons. No fooner had fhe caught the 
little rover than, by way of pui^fliment, 
fhe hurried him into his cage, without 
carefling him with her ufual fondnefs.— • 
*' Ungrateful bird!'" fhe cried, with gen- 
tle accents, " would you, like yoiir cruel 
mafler, wifli to forfake me ? — ^wifh to fly 
the hand that has fo long fed and guided 
you from danger? — Go, ingrate, and re- 
pent your folly." Ah, Phoebe, fays fhe, 
addrefiing herfelf to her humble attend- 
ant, would I could as eafily bring back 
my beloved Henry as I could this little 

tmant ! • 
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truant ! with what rapture would I fold 
the dear runaway to my deferted bofom ! 
— And fliould you really rejoice at the re- 
turn of my cruel maftcr, Madam? en- 
quired her maid : for my part, if ever I 
marry, and my hufband choofe to leave 
me, as he went to pleafe his own humour, 
he (hould flay away ever after to pleafe 
mine ; for I am fure I could not be fo pa- 
tient as you have been. — I merit no ap- 
plaufe, replied' the gentle Olivia, for 
fubmitting myfelf to thofe injunftions 
which it is my duty to comply with; 
but fo far from feeling any refentmcnt 
-againft Mr. Vane, he was never more' 
dear to my heart than at this moment : 
all the difpleafure I feel is againil myfelf; 
and I (hould think the longell Ufa 
too fhort, could I be allowed to make 
him happy, and by fo doing atone for the 
feverity of thofe conflifts which I have, 
though undefignedly, brought upon him* 

I^et any one imagine, if it be poflible, 
what muft be, at that moment, the fed- 

Vol. II. H ings 
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ings of Mr. Vane, who overheard thk 
cpnverfation ! — it afforded fuch delight to 
his defpairing mind as departed fouls 
may be fuppofed to experience in their 
fir ft admittance to a ftate of perfedt blifs i 
Mr. Vane had, by the afliftance of Oli- 
via's fervant, been privately. condufted 
into the garden, on being informed ot 
her intentions to drink tea there. It was 
the fame fervant .that Ohvia.had chofen, 
from the number of her .domeftics, to 
remain with her ; aad though, he was fin- 
ccrely attached to his miftrefs, he was 
more fo to his mafter; and when intrufted 
with.the,news of hb. return, and admitted 
to his prefence, .it was with the utmoft 
difficulty they could prevail upon him not 
to betray the irpportant fecret ; for (b 
great was the honefl.creature^s joy at this 
linexpefted increafe to his happinefs, that 
tve wifhed ,to in>part it to every one he 
faw. Mgre eager was he to acquaint his 
dear, his amiable lady, with this joyful 
Ci^ent >— but on being told, that to con- 
ceal 
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<ftal it for a time was the only means to 
bring about the defired reconciliation, he 
ftriftly promifed to obferve fecrecy and 
filence — and had done fo. By him it was 
that Vane had been carefully hidden in a 
part of the garden where he could, with- 
out any danger df being difcevered, not 
only fee all that was goirig forwards, but 
diftinguifli every word that fliould pafs. 
Vane, on hearing fuch foft tendernefs 
efcape the lips of his adorable Olivia, 
imagined'that Providence had kindly of- 
fered him this propitious moment, in re- 
turn for the fincerity of his repentance ■: 
he therefore eagerly rufhed from the place 
(5f his concealment, and threw himfelf at 
the feet of Olivia. Repeat, he cried, 
with an emotion that too well difcovered 
his agitated ftate of mind, — ^repeat, my 
injured Olivia, thofe enraptured founds 
of pardon and of peac-e to the mod re* 
pentant fihner that ever knelt for mercy, 
or happinefs and I muftbid an eternal fare- 
well 10 each other.— Like Noah's dove, I 
J ■ Hz forfook 
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forfook a fecure'and blifsful afylum ia 
which Providence had placed me ; and 
from that ill-fated hour I have had n^ 
place to reft my weary head ; no peace 
has found entrance to my wretched foul. 
— Olivia beheld her hulband at her feet^ 
fhe imperfeftly heard his voice foliciting. 
•her forgivenefs, and, but for his affiftance 
and that of herfervant, would have funk 
upon the bofom of the vearth. For fome 
minutes fhe remamed totally infenfible; 
and Vane, frantic with defpair at f^peing 
the fituation to which his fudden appear- 
ance had reduced her, brandicd hinifetf 
with the epithets of a tyram aijid a mur- 
derer. Soon, however, a burfting figh 
gave figns of returning life : fbe opened 
her eyes, — and found herfelf tenderly £bp ' 
ported in the arms of her hufband ! She 
^ enquired if it was not all delufion. The 
rofe of delight that moment crimloned 
her modeft cheek ; and her whole foul was 
Jfilled with fuch unutterable joy, diat no 
coom was left for the fmalleft trace of re- 

fentment. 
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ftntmentr Every difagreeabk refledion 
was loft in the fatisfaftion of feeing Mr. 
Vane, and being convinced, from his 
ftlf-accufations, he no longer doubted her 
innocence. 

The fervants by this time all aflembled 
around them, being alarmed by the cries 
of Vane and Olivia's maid; and it t\'as 
4fertunate they had been' (6 ; for Vane, 
overpowered by his' own painfiil yet de- 
Ifghtful feelings, ftood aimoft inasmuch 
need of help as Olivia. They were im- 
mediately condufted into the houfe, and 
•fo^n reffcored to a more, perfect fenfc of 
their happinefs, by receiving every pro- 
per afliftance and neceflary application 
AVhich their agitated ftate of mind re- 
quired,. • • 

Olivia would not fuffcr Vane to remain . 
a moment in fufpenfe. She aflured him 
that (he cheriflied no refentment at what 
had paflfed; and that the pleafure of find- 
ing him return, without being any longer 
tormented widi doubts of her fincerity, 
H 3 ' was 
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was fo invaluable a bld&ng, that Ihe was 
convinced, from the delight it inaparted 
to bcr mind, that her happinefs would be 
complete, if he could be prevailed upon 
never to recoiled: what had pafled* Vane 
readily promifed to grant a requeft with 
which it was fo- much his own intereft to 
comply. 

The next day an exprefs was fent tQ 
inform Mr. and Mrs. Goldwyn of the 
happy revolution of afl&irs at the Grove, 
and 'to folicit their immediate prefcnce 
once more, to witnefs and partake in the 
happinefs of their beloved daughter. 
Olivia likewife defired that all her bro*- 
thers and fillers might, on this happy oc- 
cafioD, be permitted to accompany them ; 
which was inflantly complied with, as was 
a fimilar invitation that had been fent to. 
Sir Robert and Lady Cliftom 

Nodiing but the cheerful found of joy 
. was now heard at the Grove and its en- 
virons. Congratulations were received 
from every quarter ; and thofe very per* 

Cons 
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fbns who had been the loudejl to condemn 
were now the moji eager to pra'ife. • • 
' "Randal was- immediately difeharged 
v^ath ignominious' cx)ntempt ; and never 
afterwards would Mr. Vane admit him to 
his prefence, though earneftly intreated 
by Olivia to pardon him. The loft of 
his falary, which he had ftft- more thto 
thirty years received from the family from 
which he was now b^Jiifhed, added to the 
difcovery that was made of his repeated 
impofitions and rapacious dealings with 
many of the tenants, and his being 
obliged to refund feveral fums that he 
hadt fo unjuftly obtained, preyed fo hea- 
vily upon his mind and fpirits, that he 
very foon fell the facrifice of his own 
guilty avarice. None but a few of his 
neareft relations followed him to the 
grave, from whom neither the tear of pity 
or regret was feen to fall. 

In the midft of the fcenes of joy and 

delight that were again difFufed at the 

Grove, the happinefs of the whole party 

H 4 was 
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was interrupted by a fever which attacked 
Mr. Vane. Olivia, inftantly fent for Mr. x 
Beevor, who, much alarmed at die Ctu- 
/ation in which he found his patient, called 
in more aflillanee, as the diforder under 
which the unhappy Vane now laboured, 
had been brought upon him by the^fe ve- 
rity of his own r^fl^^p^s in his fl*te of 
remorfe and agitation : it was of too ob- 
Ilinate a na.ti:u*e to b^ eafily fubdued; and 
liis life was for many d^ys defpaired of. 

Olivia would fufier no one to attend 
Mr. Vane, or adminift^r his InediciIles3^ 
but herfelf ; nor could i^ven the gentle aii- 
tbority.of Mr. Goldwyn, whofe interfer- 
ence was folicited by the reft of ber 
friends, prevail with her to go into a bed, 
or tak^ off her cloaths, whilft her huf- 
band's life was in fo precarious a ftate. She 
thought not of herfelf — every fear was for 
him alone. In every interval of reafon, 
the fuflfering Vane poured forth his ten- 
der, foul-ajfTcfting acknowledgments; and 
it was fomedmes neceflary to tell him 

that 
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that Olivia was retired to reft, in order to 
convey repofe to himfelf. 

The crifis of Vane*s diforder, however, . 
at length arrived ; and he was foon after- 
wards pronounced out of ^danger, not 
only to the joy of the whole family, 
but that of every onjC who had been ac- 
quainted with this interefting fituation of 
the now happy Olivia. The cheerflilnefs 
of Lady Clifton had, during this awfiU 
period, been of infinite fervice. ^Having 
been bleffed with an unufual fliare of vi^ > 
vacity, (lie had fuch. an unconquerable - 
averfion to defpair^ that it was fure to be 
banifhed by every glimmering ray of hope r 
and her agreeable livelinefs had, in a 
great tneafure, kept up the fpirits of every 
one within its reach. 

Olivia had imparted to Mr. Goldwyn ' 
her fufpicions, that it was to Mr. Beevor 
(lie had been indebted for thpfe letters 
which had been fent to her under the (ig-. 
nature of The Friendly Spy; and Mr. 
Goldwyn informed him, with the fmlle of 
H5. approba- 
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approbation, of a heavy charge that Olivia 
had againft him. — fuch^a one; he hu^ 
moroully aflured him, to which few would 
wifli taplcad not guilty, even in a court of 
juflice. He produced the letters; and Mr. 
Beevor was too much the man. of honour 
to deny his own- hand- writing. Mr. Gold? 
wyn was fo charmed with the Friendly 
Spy, that ever after the moft perfedt cor- 
diality fubfifted between them ; and he 
inftantly made an offer to undertake the 
important charge of the education of Mr. 
Beevor's three ions- Mrs* Beevor was 
hk^wife introduced to Mrs. Vane,, and 
the two ladies were fo mutually pleafed 
with each other, that their acquaintance 
foon ripened into a friendfliip that ended 
not but with their lives. — And if the 
wHlies of mortals may be peraiitted to 
hope that friendfliip, which is undoubt- 
edly the moft generous and noble of aU 
human conneftions, meets the approba- 
tion of Heaven, it will be renewed with 
additional ftrength, and bloom with, uu- 

fading 
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fading honour, when releafed from the 
gloomy, the inaftive confines of the grave. 
When Mr. Vane was perfcftly reco- 
vered, their guefts prepared for their de- 
parture from the Grove ; but not without 
having received a promife that » their vifit 
fliould foon be returned-. 
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CHAP.. XLVII. 

/i. Letter arrive Sy which gives both Tleafur& 
and Pain. 

A T this time Mrs. Vane received a let^ 
ter from the old gentleman who lived- 
in the village to which flie had been for- 
cruelly conveyed by the felfifli defigns of 
Randal : it was to the following purport.. 
That at the time the pifture from Mn 
Goldwyn reached him, he was confined ta. 
his bed. Having cheriflied hopes of be- 
ing able to write himfelf an anfwer to the: 
letter, in which was inclofed the likenefs 
of a beloved brother, he had, from time^ 
to time, deferred explaining himfelf on 
the fubjedt ; but finding his diforder daily 
increafing, he was at laft compelled to 
employ an emanuenfis for that purpofe.- 
He had ' no doubta of Olivia's being the 

grand- 
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grand-daughter of his brother, and the pnly 
relation which the mercilefs fcythe of time 
and death had left him. He acknow- 
ledged her as fuoh ; and.afliired her, the 
wreck or poor pittance of that fplendid' 
fortune which . had belonged to. their fa- 
mily, and nx>w remained in his poffeflion,. 
would very foon be her's. — Sir Edward 
Mornington's epiftle concluded with ten-^ 
der expreflions of Uove to his niece, and 
intreaties, that flie would impute his not 
requefting to fee her to no other motive 
than a defire ofnot giving pain — fenfible 
that a meeting would be attended with 
mutual regret, and perhaps ferve to de- 
prive him of that refignation and compo<» 
fure with which he was now prepared to 
leave the world. He confefled that his 
pride had led him to conceal his rank and 
title ; many follies, a few vices, fome fe- 
eret forrows, and a mulripUcity of un- 
avoidable mifchances having reduced his 
fortune to a mere competency, and ren- 
dered him unable to fupport the dignity 

of 
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of his rank ; adding, tliat he had lived irr 
the pleaiing expeftation of addrefling his 
brother by a title that had^ belonged to 
him, if he had Kved to claim it* 

In a few days after they liad received 
the foregoing account, they had a letter 
to inform them of his death. Mr, Vane 
went oven Sir Edward Mornington w^s 
buried, according to his own defire, very 
privately, in the village where he died; 
Seven thoufand pounds, that were placed 
in the funds, were left Mrs^ Vane, with 
no other incumbrance than an annuity of 
thirty pounds a year, to be paid his an-* 
cient houfekeeper during her life* Some 
family-jewels, pieces of plate, and oDher 
valuables, \\ere likewife bequeathed* to 
Olivia, which were removed to Vane-* 
Grove; and fhe had the melancholy fatis- 
faftion to fee one of her rooms decorated 
with the venerable portraits of many of 
her anceftors. 
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CHAP. XLVIir. 

4S7r Edward Morninpon^s Sentimental Legacy 
to his Niece y with his Epitaph.. 

A^Y life, fweet Olivia, orphanichiM 
of a beloved brother^ has not been 
a long one : But my experience has been 
fufficient to inform me, that the world in 
general, by fufpcdiing me to be poor and 
a. hiiiHorift, has appeared without dif* 
guife, and convinced me that merit, 
honour, and virtue, have little to hope 
from its favour, without being attended 
by fome gilded, or more diftinguiihing 
•arppendagjes* 

Never,^ therefore, trifle away one precious 
hour of life with people who are incapable 
of imparting knowledge ; becaufe they 
cannot receive afey pleafure but what arifes 
from accidental advantages; whoeftimate 
the worth of others, either for» the an- 
tiquity 
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tiquity of their birth, or the weight of- 
their purfe, — who, after making violent 
j^rofcflions of friendfhip, will, if the 
w heel of fortune turn in- your disfavour, , 
take every opportunity of ftiewing the 
world they defpife you for. not being fo^ 
rich or fortunate as themfelves ; and will 
fecrctly laugh at you for having believed 
thjcm guilty of. a fiacerc attachment. 

That this^ is a flrange world mortals 
often exclaim. There is truth in the ob- . 
fervation : — Yet, what is it but our ftrange 
humours which makesntfo?* 

Dangerous and difficult it is to tread 
the paths of ambition with an honeft and : 
uncorrupted mind. Divert yourfelf of^ 
pride ; 'tis an enemy to^ peace, and the* 
determined adverfary of contentment. A* 
dorn yourfelf in the plain, but eafy^ un* 
afluming robe of humility ; you will find 
rofcs in your path ; and though there 
may be fome thorns, they will not wnound 

you. 
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you deeply. Adverfity often proves itfelf 
a friend*— Profperity a dangerous enemy* 

To be guilty of intentional injuftice in 
our own eyes, is far more diftrefiing than 
to be fo in the eyes of the whole world. A 
mind pure and unfpotted^ and at peace 
with itfelf, is of greater value than a. 
diadem. 

PJeafing and captivating is the boun- 
teous hand of Nature ; and various are 
the fweets with which ihe decorajDes ^ the 
fcenes around us. Detefted, therefore^, be 
every kind of art, or afFediationi which 
wQuld pervert the generous defigos of (o 
indulgent a henefaftrefs. 

That benevolent Power which fo kindly 
gave us liberty to enjoy the good things- 
of this world, expedls we Ihould fet 
limits to our defires, and not infringe 
.upon his bounty by licentioufnefs, vide,, 
and fplly.. ' 

Innocence: 
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Innoccncc^ is no flielter againft the 
tongue of llander; but it will prevent 
our being wounded by its malice* ,, 

It is a certain^t^uth, that an unmerciful 
man cannot be a good one.. .Crueky. to 
animals, I have ever found an undeniable 
proof of a bad heart. He that gav^ fo many 
helplefs creatures for our ufe, and dedi- 
cated their very lives to our iervice, did 
not expedt us to abufe and torment them. 

-Fear is aweakncfs of the mind, which 
we Ihould exert. our utmoft efforts to 
conquer : but the frailty of our nature 
is often found a&ing in oppofition to^ur 
reafon : — And ftrange, though true it is,. 
death has fometimes been the confcquencc 
of the fear of itfelf. 

• 

Refle^ng on death makes it become 
familiar to the mind, and infenfibly thie 
pale and ghaftly fpedre lofes his terrors. 
When we confider him as the only guide 

and. 
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and ffiend, whofe province it Is to con- 
duft us to the land of peace, it will furely 
reconcile us to the manner of his pec- 
forming his office. How fweet the foul- 
i^eviving, reftjdion to the fons and daugh- 
ters of affliction, — that, though forrow, 
care, trouble, and pain are our portion 
on this fide the grave, 'tis in the power 
of the meaneft and moft wretched being 
to fecure peace and endlefs felicity on the 
other r 

Few people can be brought to tiiink 
ferioufly of their folHesr If they would 
be prevailed upon to do fo, they would 
often find them the fource of their wretch- 
ednefs. Chance, fortune, and fometimes 
Providence itfelf, is branded as the caufe 
of thofe very calamities we brings upon 
oiirfelves. 

' It is the nature of benevolence to aft 
in unifon with the Sun — which Ihines as 
brilliant on the meaneft fhrub as on the 

moft 
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moft gaudy and captivating flower, andi 
diffufes its benign influence on all a- 
round. - 

Though it is juft and right to forgivfe 
an injury, venture not to truft that perfon. 
a fccond rime, who has once decdved 
you- 

Friendfhip is the. moft nc^le and gene-- 
rous paflion of the foul^ and adverfity the 
flirnace in which it may be tried. Never 
-doubt th«r fincerity, who Aid not forfake 
}'ou when encompafled by misfortunes. 

What IS fame? A phantom, ^ vague, . 
airy, unfubflantial, and uncertain. If to- 
day it is ours, to-morrow it blows its trum- 
pet for another. What avail the laurels - 
of glory, or the pageantry of pride, to 
decorate our grave ? Will the refounding 
clamour of applaufe reach us in that dark 
enclofure ? Or will the pomp of fculpture 
enliven the manfion of the tomb ? — May 
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no furyiving friend burthen the fpot in 
which I am laid with any of Death's 
proud trappings ! 

. Let the following lines be infcribed 
vtpon my tomb : they were written at a 
time when flattery would have been a. 
difgracc to the portrait, and infincerity 
.confidered as a crime. 

Here fleeps a man, who ne'er a friend dccciY'd;^ 
Who lov'd the world, and y^t in Chrift believM ; 
Who vice aUiorr'd, foorj as its fn^ires were 

known ; 
Another's crime forgave, but not his own**— 
Whofe follies ended with youth's fettingfun; 
Whofe happy hours were few, and fwiftly run. 
What after death remains why not enquire i 
To blifs fupremc immortal fouls afpire. 
'Tis that which gives the weary wretch repofe. 
Cheers the fad heart when life's gay fcenes fliall 

clofe ; 
Softens our cares, fupports thro' toil and pain ;— • 
Though born to die, — we die to live again. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

S'he Vijit Returned. 

AiTR. Vane, hurt at feeing Olivia's 
fpirits much deprefled by the fud- 
den death of Sir Edward Mornington, 
propofed paying a vifit to Mr. Goldw)^^ 
and from thence preceding to Sir Robert 
Chfton's, flattering hunfelf that change 
of fcene would at this time prove bene- 
ficial ; and he was not difappointed>. 
Olivia, on entering the houfe of her in- 
dulgent parents, as fhe ever jufHy calleci 
them, felt a perfcdl enthufiafna of delight. 
To be once more a happy inmate be* 
neath their paternal roof, was a bleffing 
which her grateful heart had long panted 
to enjoy. To be accompanied by Mn 
Vane, who was now all that her fondcft 
hopes could wifh, was fuch an addition 

to 
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tc her' felicity, as required more philofo- 
phy than had fallen to her {hare, to con- 
ceal from the penetrating eye of affec- 
tion. She vifited all her old neighbours, 
called at every poor cottage, the inhabi- 
tants of which had before experienced 
many proofs of her liberality. — Some bf 
her old fchool - companions ftill remained 
with Mr. Goldwyn : (he renewed her ac- 
quaintance with them ; and the remem- 
brance of every forrow was foon loft in 
the placid and heart-felt fatisfaclion of the 
prefent happy moment. 

Olivia would partake no pleafures but 
fuch as her young companions were al- 
lowed to (hare. She rambled with them 
through every walk' that (lie had fo often 
frequented ; -and even felt an increafing 
fondnefs for the fweet fcenes of her 
youthful days. Not a tree had increafed 
its foliage but reminded her of fome 
dieerful hour that had been pa(red be- 
neath its (hade, when it was lefs vene- 
rable. Perhaps too fome other remem- 
brances 
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brances might be revived by the renewed 
intercourfe with thofe delightful fcenes ; 
but as they were now recalled without re- 
gret, they left no unpleafant refledlions 
upon her mind. , .. . 

After (laying fome weeks with Mr. and- 
Mrs, Goldwyn, they fet off for London ; 
where, they were received by Sir Robert 
and Lady Clifton with the fincerefl: plea- 
fure. Olivia was. foon hurried by her 
lively friend to every place that contained 
either novelty or entertainment ; and th^ 
were continually engaged with die niofl: 
brilliant and fafliionable drdes. But be- 
ing a ftranger to the etiquettes and hu- 
mours of highrlife,. and not being able 
to difcover the fafcinating diarm that 
held fo many enflaved in the purfuit erf 
amufements, tliat appeared to her tire- , 
fome and uninterefting, often fighed in 
fecret for that moment whidi would agaia 
reftore her to the more fatisfaftory enjoy- 
ment of rational retirement ; in which flie 
could partake the pleafure of fodety, with- 
out 
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out being obliged to facrifice almofl every 
hour to the humour and caprices of o- 
thers. 

Olivia, however, found herfelf highly 
ent^tained, at feeing fome of our beft 
plays admirably performed ; though Ihe 
was fui'e to get laughed at for her un- 
fafhionable fenlibility. She was charmed 
at the Opera, amufed at the Pantheon, 
and aftonifhed at a Mafquerade, to wliich 
ihe had been prevailed upon to accom- 
pany her friend. 

The public buildings furprifed her ; 
but the crouds of people that filled every 
place of entertainment amazed her more 
than any thing flie faw; becaufe it con- 
vinced her, that the grand purfuit of mor- 
tals muil be pleafure, or fo many would 
not be found at every public place. — She 
beheld her Sovereign with veneration, and 
his amiable Queen with delight : But 
though flie was neither captivated with 
the flattery which Ihe daily received, nor 
intoxicated by the giddy whirl of repeated 

Vol. II. I engage- 
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engagements, fhe was frequently enter- 
tained, and too polite to appear infenfible 
to the pains that were taken by her friends 
to render her flay in London agreeable. 
The amufements to which Ohvia had been 
acciiftomed from her birth, were fo dif- 
ferent, of fo much more ferene and foli- 
tary a kind, that fhe fo'metimes thought 
4 Hfe of pleafure mufl be, upon the whole, 
a life of flavery. 

Vcnc, whilft blefl with the fociety of 
Olivia, ^nd no longer doubting her af- 
fcdion being all his own, found every 
place alike capable of affording him de- 
light. He therefore enjoyed the gaieties 
of London with fatisfadtion ; but no 
fooner did he receive the firfl hint from 
Olivia, that file wifhed to return to Vane- 
Grove, than he* inflantly fct about pre- 
paring for their departure, v/hich an im- 
expefted accident prevented taking place 
fo foon as they intended. 

Lady Clifton had unfortunately, fince 
her marriage, become very intimate with 

two 



OLIVIA. 171 

two or three young ladies of fafliioiij 
who had taken infinite pains to laugh her 
out of every city idea, and repeatedly 
ridiculed her for the unfafliionable fond- 
iiefs, which flie had once or twice ventur- 
ed to acknowledge for Sir Robert. They 
were perpetually forming engagements, 
which, without Lady Clifton was of the 
party, they protefted would be infupport- 
able ; and, by fo doing, left her no hour 
for the more placid and real enjoyments 
of domeftic pleafures. She was at this 
time fome months advanced in her preg- 
nancy : They affefted to lament her fitu- 
atibn as very unfortunate ; for the fpoil- 
ing a fine fliape, they infifted, was one of 
the greatert misfortunes that ladies of fa- 
fliion could experience. They likewife 
advifed her to take hold of the only ad- 
vantage her prefent mortifying condition 
could afford, that of having hoa humour 
complied with in every thing. It was 
the only atonement, they declared, the 
v/retch could make for the train of mor- 
I 2 tifications 
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tifications which he had brought upou 
her. 

Lady Clifton, naturally gay, .and too 
much captivated by the pleafures of high- 
life, to which an union with Sir Robert 
Clifton had fo flatteringly introduced her, 
found die advice fo agreeable to the wiflies 
•of her own giddy vivacity^ diat (he was 
jeafily perfuaded ^ adopt jt : Sir Robert 
had ventured ,to hint his diflike to fuch 
:Unceafing intei^rupdons of every rational 
jcnjoyment. Her .tears and difpleafure 
Jiad, however, Jcept him file,nt, from the 
lime he becaine aqquaintied with her fitUf 
ation. Sir Robert was delighted with the 
profpe6l of being a father. — If he had 
jiot a fon, his eftate would devolve upon. 
a diftant branch of the family; and from 
long-rooted prejudice it fo happ^aed, tha^: 
Jie had a particular diflike to the perfon. 
on whom the eftate was entailed. Yet 
•lie was fo much alarmed kft the perpetual 
buflle in which Lady Clifton lived fliould 
i)e g means to difappoint him of his flat- 
tering 
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tering hopes, that he earnellly requefted 
Mrs. Vane to caution his Eliza againft 
the danger, which he fo much apprehend- 
ed would be the certain confequence of 
fuch irregular hours, and continually hur- 
rying from one crouded place of public 
diverfion to another. Mrs. Vane was -un- 
willing to take upon her fo unpleafant an 
office, as that of endeavouring to con- 
vince any one they afted wrong; but 'a 
few mornings after afforded her fofair an 
opportunity of obliging Sir Robert, with- 
out any appearance of dcfigning to do fo> 
that flie determined not to lofe it. 
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CHAP. L- 

Admonitions received^ as they ufually are^ with 
Unthankfulnefs^ Indifference^ and Dl/like. 

T^ H E two friends were by themfelves 
in Lady Clifton's drefling-room, when 
the latter, who had not rifen till very late, 
complained of languor, fatigue, and lowr 
nefs of fpirits. — *^ And can you be fur-»^ 
prifed, my friend, ;at feeling fuch com- 
plaints, when you take fuch infinite pains 
to bring them on yourfelf ? " * How fo^' 
cried Lady Clifton, ^ what would you have 
me do ?' — ^^ Acquire, my beloved friend, 
fufficient refolution not to forfeit real en- 
joyments in the purfuit of fuch as will re- 
pay the facrifice with a long train of mor- 
tifications/* ' Nonfenfe," cried Lady 
Clifton, impatiently : ^ for Heaven's fake, 

how 
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how came fo difmal a thought to enter 
your imagination ? Is it. not incumbent 
upon people of falhion to keep up their 
dignity, by not jogging on in the fame 
track with the undiftinguilhed and ftupid 
vulgar ? ' 

^^ It may be fo," replied the gentle 
_ Olivia ; " but I fliould fuppofc that 
health is as neceffary to the happinefs of 
the great, as it has ever been found, and 
acknowledged to be of thofe lefs-afpiring 
mortals, who are not known by tlie flat- 
tering appellation of the great; nor ough? 
domellic pleafures to be given up and fa- 
crificed for fudi as will not, in the filent 
hour of folitude, ftand the tefl of reflec- 
tion. Sir Robert Clifton, I think^ enters, 
very little into the fpirited diflipatidn of 
the times : he loves his own home much 
better than I expedted to have feen him, 
after being brought up amidft the great 
world. He like wife appears particularly 
happy in the expedtation of being a pa- 
rent." 

1 4, ^Horrid!: 
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, ^ Horrid ! ridiculous ! ' cried Lady Clif- 
ton, * fuch old-fafliioned ideas would da 
very well in thofe days of :patriar<AtaI 
pride, when a man lived the Lord kndws 
how many thoufand years-; and was never 
happy without being followed by a train of 
two or three hundred fons and daughters : 
but, thank God! the people of our days 
have no fuch prepofterous ambi(ioh : 
therefore, as Providence has thought it 
neceflary to curtail our years; it by way 
of atonement has increafed the number 
of our amufements, to repair the lofs of 
the one by the fupply of the other; which 
I am fure thefe antediluvian fouls very 
much wanted.' 

Olivia was much chagrined at the im- 
feafonable levity of her friend; — fhe like- 
wife felt hurt at her inability to ferve the 
caufe in which Ihe had, though reluftantly, 
engaged. 

^^ I find it is ufelefs,** cried Mrs. Vane, 
'^ to perfuade you to hear the admonitions 
of friendfliip wliilft in youi" prefent hu- 
mour; 
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molir; pferhaps I may not have the fame 
i^luftanee to combat in one more *propi- 
tious^ to mjr caiifcy when the world has 
given you difgiift fufficient to make you 
willing once more to revifit Vane-Grove.^* ' 

I^ady Glifton faw OHvia was both hurt 
and difploafed — (he itiftantly held out her 
hand, and fcating herfelf by the fide, of 
01ivia> with a humorous arehnefe-in her 
countenance and manner^ flie declared < 
herfelf then ready to hear as many of the 
good Mr. Goldwyn's precepts as Ihe 
ftould be plcafed to favour her with : * but^ 
my dear Olivia;-* (lie continued, ^ attempt 
not to teach me the obedience you have 
praftiCed ; . for> believe me, was Sir Ro^ 
bert to think of confining me as your ty* 
rant has done his fubmifTive help-mate, I 
(hould fet his a.uthority at defiance^ and 
go to France, Hanover, or any wherey 
with the firft pretty fellow that would take 
me, to avoid his^ odious confinement and. 
chains/ 

Olivia . immediately arofe. *^ I have 
1 .5 done^ 
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done. Lady Clifton, I will never agara 
trouble you, either with my dear Mr* 
Goldwyn's precepts, or any of my own ad- 
vice : therefore exeufe the attempt, whicb 
was diftated by the fincerity of a heart 
unacquainted with difguife/' — She left, 
the room, notwithftanding all the perfua- 
fions of Lady CHfton to detain her. 

A few evening^ after, Mr. and Mrs.. 
Vane accompanied Sir Robert and Lady 
Clifton to a concert and ball, which was- 
given by Lord and Lady Carrington. 
On their return home dieir carriage was 
ftopped by a number of others, which im- 
peded their getting forwards for fome mi- 
nutes. Sir Robertas coachman, who had 
been drinking pretty freely, proved refo- 
lute in driving on, and unfortunately 
overturned the carriage. Happily, how- 
ever, ndne of the company received any 
other hurt than being extremely terrified r 
but Lady Clifton was fo much frightened 
by the accident, that it occafioned a mif- 
carriage, to the great difappointment of 

Sir 
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Sir Robert; yet he. was ftill more hurt by 
the fufferings and danger it brought on 
his beloved Eliz^, who remained for fome 
days in a ftate truly alarming. In the 
midft of her agonies (lie recoUeded the 
advice of the more prudent Olivia; and 
her pangs were increafed by the felf-re*. 
proachcs with which they were attended. 

Olivia, too much affefted by the fuf- 
ferings of her friend, to retain the lead 
refentment at the remembrance of having 
met with ridicule when flie defer ved at- 
tention^ faid and did every thing in her 
power to alleviate the feverity of her tri- - 
als. She attended her with unremitting 
carefulnefs, praifed hcr;for the good refo- 
lutions which her dangerous fituation had 
taught her to form, and ftrongly recom*- 
mended a fteady perfeverance in them 
when returning health ftiould again put 
their fincerity to the teft.. , Much as flie 
wiflied to get back . to the Grove, flie > 
could not think of forfaking her friend 
till . flac (aw her able to quit her apart- - 
1.6 ment:: 
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ment : nor did the two fair friends take 
leave of each other without many tears be- 
ing (hed; and a promife was given by Sir 
Robert and Lady Clifton to pafs fome 
weeks at the Grove, when the health of 
the latter was fufficiently reftored to fup- 
port the fatigue of fo long a journey *^ 



CHAP. 
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fFhe Departure from London. 

QUVIA returned' to Her own houfe 
with a delight that few would have expe- . 
rienced at leaving the gaieties of London* 
Vane exulted at the joy fhe expreffed; 
nor could his raptures be confined in 
filence -^ a thoufand fond expreffions 
efcaped from his hps ; his eyes exprefled 
the tranquil happinefs of his enraptured^ 
grateful heart, whilft he vowed that every 
moment of the longeft life would be too 
Ihort to repay fuch unexampled generofi- 
ty, fueh forgiving tendernefs. 

Vane-Grove, fo late the fcene of me- 
lancholy and defpair, was now the feat of 
happinefs. Thither every delight feemed 
to Ijiayf been tranfplanted by the hand of 

Love; 
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Love;— -every domeftic and dependant 
partook in the genial influence of the 
now propitious* god. Virtue- and induflxy 
met, from the benevolent hand of Olivia, , 
every encouragement and deferved re- 
ward, whilft the fmiles of her indulgent 
hufband amply repaid her the happinefs 
fhe difpenfed to others. 

Not long, however, were they permit.- 
ted to remain in their beloved retreat, A . 
letter was brought diem from Sir Robert . 
Clifton, which contained the moft earnefi 
in treaties to accompany them to Baxh, her 
Ladylhip's phyficians having ftrongly re- 
commended her going there immediately, . 
as her health continued in a very alarm- 
ing ftate ; but fhe would not confeiit^ 
to go unaccompanied by Mrs. VaaQ*. 



CHAPl 



O^ L I V I A. 183 



G H A P., LIi:. 



A Journey to Bath*. 

Tt/TR. and Mrs. Vane, though extremely 
unwilling to leave the Grove, in or- 
der again to revifit the buftling fcenes of 
the world, hefitated not a moment in com- 
-plying with the requeft of their friends ; 
and the pvty met in a place appointed for 
the purpofe, at about fifty miles diftant 
from Bath. Lady Clifton exprefled the 
moft unfeigned fatisfadtion at being again 
bleft with the fociety of her friend. She 
was much altered ; her long confinement 
had likewife weakened her fpirits, which 
Olivia did not doubt but health woOld 
again reftore. Sir Robert had fuffered fo 
much anxiety on her account, that he flood 
almoft as much in need of a phyfician as 

his 
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his Eliza. But as good has been often fayj 
to fpring from evil, it was n?ver mo^ truly 
verified than in the cafe of Lad j^? CJlifton., 
She had paid fo very dear for her obfti- 
nacy and eagernefs in the purfuit of plea- 
fure — flie had Hkewife brought fo-niuch- 
diftrefs upon Sir Robert, by, her ioipru- 
dcnce, that Ihe determined to be more 
cautious for the future; . and flie knew that 
nothing would fo much help to confirm 
her in thofe good refolutiens as the fociety 
of her beloved Olivia, yvhofe prudent advice 
Ihe had difregarded and laughed at, .whe^i 
it was fo kindly given. 

Bath pjefented to Mrs. Vane a frefh 
fcene of novelty.. AJmoft a ftranger to • 
the world ihe inhabit-ed, the more Ihe fav/. 
of it the greater her. furprife. . She ex« 
ped:ed to have found Bath filled with fu^h 
numbers of invalids, as. muft- inevitably^ 
have thrown a glopm on . the blooming 
countenance of health itfelf, if it was to 
be found in fuch a crouded receptacle foe 
all human ills. In that, however, fhe very " 

foon 
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fooh fbiihd an opportunity of difcovering 
he'f^miflate. ' At the time of Olivia's ar- 
rival at Bath, it was crouded with a nu- 
merous 'fllrong of the befl! company. Di- 
verfldns were going forwards for every 
hour of the day — not Matthew Bramble 
hirtifelf was more difconcerred on his ar- 
rival than our heroine. It appeared to her 
an enigma beyond her art to expound, that 
people Ihould go fo far in purfuit of healtli," 
and then take the very fteps fo likely to 
defeat their own purpoft. 

Lady Clifton was foon fo well recovered,' 
as to partake in the enchanting amufe- 
ments of the place ; but Ihe had not fo far 
forgotten her recent danger as to enter inta 
them with her accuftomed fpirit. The 
whole party frequently went to the Rooms^ 
and had received many invitations to pri- 
vate balls and routes. 

Little as Olivia had been feen, it was 
become the fafhion and humour of the day 
to admire her ; a thoufand enquiries were 
made to difcover who Ihc was ; and Ihe had 

feveral 
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feveral times found herfelf extremely di& 
concerted by the confident looks and trou* 
blefome attentions of the men, when flie 
b^d appeared in public. Unconfcious, 
however, of the power of her charms, Ihe 
knew not that the report of her being 
married had occafioned afevere mortifica^^ 
tion to many of the young men, w^hohad 
already begun to think her an objed: wor- 
thy of their notice, and therefore marked 
her for prey. 

The charms of Mrs. Vane were now 
in their meridian fplendor ; whilft the 
rofeate bloom of health revelled on the 
^heek, it^fcemed pjirticularly c,o^tjCiye(J, to* 
adorn. T^e beauty a^i;<^ graceful gentility 
9f her fqri^ hj^d, lik^wilp every, advantage, 
from the artlefs fimpliclty of her drefs, 
which, y/ithout being fludiedy was becom- 
ing, and without being expenfive, was 
confidered as beft adapted to fet off to ad- 
vantage-the peculiar eiegan,ce of her figure. 
Lady Clifton heard the praifes of her friend 
re-echoed in every part of the rooms ; but 

as^ 
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as (he knew the native modefty of Olivia 
would be more hurt than gratified by be- 
ing tcild how much fhe engaged the ge- 
neral attention, ihe carefully avoided giv- 
ing her a hint that would be attended with 
pain ; for flie wanted not to be convinced, 
that no vanity had ever found a place in 
the bofom of her timid, uhafluming friend; 
and that the utmoft of her ambition exn 
tended no farther than to hold captive the 
heart of her wedded lord* 



CHAP. 
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An accidental, melancholyy and dijlrejjtng' 
Meetings 

nrO the Affembly, which was for the 
benefit of the Matter of the Cere- 
momes, our whole party had agreed to go. 
On their arrival at the Rooms, they found 
them uncommonly crouded, and the ladies 
dreffes remarkably brilliant. No fooner, 
however, did Olivia appear, conduded by 
Sir Robert Clifton, than a buzz of admira- 
tion was heard; and, '^Who is flie? where 
does Ihe come from ?*' was the general en- 
quiry. Olivia, confounded, and unable to 
look up, begged Sir Robert would conr 
dudt her to a feat, where flie could be able 
to recover her confufion, and efcape the 
impertinence of the people. Sir Robert, 
eager to oblige her, led her to one which 

he 
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T\e faw vacant at the upper end of the 
room, and then left her to find Lady 
Clifton and Mr. Vane, whom he had loft 
in the croud. She ha^ not fat a moment 
before flie heard one gentleman fay to ano- 
ther, whofe arm he had hold of, "It is the 
lovely Mrs. Vane, whom the brute, her 
hufband, Ihut up for two years in an old 
caftle^ bccaufe Jie was jealous of fomebofly 
that happened to like her as well as him^ 
/elf ; and I fuppofe her unconfcionable jai- 
lor is dead, by her having regained her 
liberty.'^ 

This little tradt of Olivia's hiftory was 
not only hear4 by herfelf, but by a gentle- 
man:who was fitting in a mufing and me- 
lancholy pofture at a corner of thcroom, 
^bdut two yards diflance from Mrs. Varte. 
At heariug the well-known^ . die heart- 
wounding tale, it awake him from his r6- 
verie> andy turning fuddenly round to ileal 
ja glance of the lovely form he little fuf- 
pedked to be fo near him, prefcntcd to the 
vkw of the' aftonilhed OUvia the well- 
known 



190 OLIVIA, 

known features of Lord Davenport. It 
was indeed himfelf ! but ah! how pale, 
how changed, how unlike the DavenpcKt 
flie once had known ! Frightened, how- 
ever, and terrified left Mr. Vane, by com- 
ing in fearch of her, fhould fee Lord Da- 
venport, fhe attempted to fly; but her 
trembling limbs refufed their office : Ihe 
was obliged to fit down on the firft feat that 
offered, and the attention of the compahy 
being at that moment wholly engaged by 
a cottillon that was dancing, in which two 
or three very beautiful women were exhi- 
biting their elegant figures to advantage, 
the poor invalid ventured to draw near 
Mrs. Vane, who, with a gentle motion of 
her hand, endeavoured to prevent his ap- 
proaching her. ** Though inftant death,** 
he foftly faid, ** was to be the confequence,- 
I muft fpeak to you ; 'tis, perhaps, the 
only moment inexorable fate has left me 
to bid you a laft adieu* Ah ! may my 
death atone for the miferies my ill-fated 
love and unguarded imprudence brought 

upon 
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^pon the lovelieft of women ! Let my 
prefent fituation plead my pardon for the 
diftirefs I give you/' * Leave me. Lord 
Davenport, in mercy leave me,' cried the 
trembling Olivia ; * and, unlefs you wifli 
to deftroy me, rifk not af fecond meeting 
\viDh Mr. Vane ; deprive me not again of 
my hulband's love and prOtedtion ; ^nd if 
it will be any fatisfadlion to you to know 
my fcntiments, believe me, your fufferings 
are the only alloy to my happinefs/ — 
*^ Here then, may I end them forever,*' 
replied his Lordfhip, falling to the earth 
in a ftate of infenfibility, overcome by 
feelings, which his weak heahh rendered 
hrm unable to fupport'with fortitude. 
Olivia gave a faint fcream, which brought 
afliftance ; and ihe begged they would en- 
deavour to recover the gentleman who was 
fuddenly taken ill. Her requeft was in- 
ftantly complied with ; and no fooner did 
flie fee his Lordihip begin to recover, than 
the fear of being a fecond time addrefled 
by him, enabled her to fly. She eagerly 

mixed 
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mixed with the croud^ from which ihe had 
a few minutes before wilhed to efcape : 
luckily Ihe met her party, juft coming in 
at the door. She earneftly entreated them 
to accompany her into the next room^ 
complained of the intolerable heat of that 
they were going to enter; and they rea- 
dily acquiefced, 

OliviawhifperedLady Clifton to leave the 
Rooms as foon as poffible ; adding, flie 
would acquaint her with her reafons for 
making this requeft as foon as they arrived 
at their lodgings. Lady Clifton faw, by 
the agitation and the palenefs which had 
overfpread the countenance of her friend, 
that ihe had met with fomething to dillrefs 
her: Ihc likcwife obfcrved her looking 
with terror towards the door every time 
any one entered. She therefore mentioned 
her being fatigued, and declared, flie found 
the company too much for her fpirits. The 
gentlemen inftantly agreed to return home, 
and in a few minutes their chairs were 
ordered^ 

Mrs^ 



■\ 
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MfS, Vane rejoiced, and fecrctly re- 
turned thanks to Heaven, at -being con- 
veyed from a place in which ijie had met 
with fo painful and unexpe<fted a rencon- 
tre ; which had awakened unpleafant rer 
fledtions, and implanted new terrors,— 
Lord Davenport dying, to ^11 appearance, 
yet even in death attached to her, and pe- 
nitent for what had pafled, was an objedt 
too intereftingto be feen with ftoical indif- 
ference, or remembered without regret. 
She hurried to her chamber^ and was im- 
mediately followed by Lady Clifton, whom 
Olivia informed of her having feen Lord 
Davenport^ the fcene that followed, and 
the terrors fhe experienced left Mr. Vane 
ihould have feen him likewife, and again 
have cheriflied fufpicions, not more in- 
jurious to her honour than to his own 
peace ; and left th? happinefs .they then 
enjoyed Ihould again become the confe- 
quent facrifice. 

Lady Clifton told Mrs. Vane, Ihe had 
not heard of his Lordlhip's being at Batli 

VoL.IL K till 
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till fome weeks after their arrival ; and at 
the time (he was informed of his being 
there, (he was told that he was in fuch a 
very ill ftace of health, as obliged him to 
be entirely confined to his apartruTOt; 
and that he only ftaid at Bath till he was 
able to bear the fatigue of travelling, 
when he propofed going to Montpelier ; 
to which place his lady meant to accom- 
pany him. She intreated Olivia tp.excufe 
her not having informed her of thefe cir- 
cumllances, as her reafon for not doing 
fo, was to avoid alarming, and giving 
her pain ; adding, that fhe doubted not 
but a,s his lordfliip was well enough to be 
at the aflembly, and had fo unfortunately 
met her there, he would foon fulfil his in- 
tention of going abroad : * fhe likewifc 
promifed Olivia to requefl: Sir Robert to 
difcover, if poflible, his defigns, and the 
time fixed upon for his departure, and to 
make excufcs for not going again to any 
.public place during his ftay. 

Olivia 
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Olivia felt her fpirits revived by the 
tfender and affeftionate behaviour of her 
fympathizing friend ; but fecretly deter- 
mined to leave Bath if his lordfliip did 
not quit it within the following week. 

Lord Davenpott, on recovering fron;i 
his fit, but before his fenfes were rellorcd 
to a perfedt recoUedion of what had re- 
duced him to his prefent painful fituation, 
enquired what was become of the lovely 
phantom he jufl: remembered to have feen ? 
Had fhe been fo cruel as to leave him at 
the very moment he-wifhcd t6 expire at 
her feet ? But this being imagined merely 
the wild ravings of phrenzy, it created no 
fufpicion that Mrs. Vane, or any other 
female who was prefent, had given rife to 
it. Lady Davenport, who had been en- 
g^ed at cards in another room, hearing of 
his lordfhip's fudden indifpofition, eagerly 
flew to his affiftance; and after tenderly 
blaming him for running the hazard of 
incrcafing his dafordpr, by attempting to 
OTX in-ib .large a company, intreated hint 
K 2 to 
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^i^ ro hrrre ; -arhki he trcry foon did, ac- 
cozipiri^d bj hb pfcyfidan. 

Lord DsTcnpoTt, conTinced by this 
ur.rxpcitcd nicrirg uith Olivia, that it 
-rzs impcubic for him ever to fee her 
T.kh ths: :r.d:5crence their prelent fitu- 
sr.cr* dcn-.ir.icd. reiblTcd never again to 
n:n the hazard cf another interview, left 
Mrs. Vcne ihould conlider him as the af- 
faff.n, rfic dcftroyer of her peace. She had 
told him tbat his luflerings were the only 
alloy to her lisppir.els ; he would, there- 
fore, rear.ovc them from her fight for 
ever : one part of the globe was the fame 
to him as another. It fignified but little 
to fuch a wretch as himfelf, whether he 
died in England or France ; therefore, at 
all events, he would leave Bath in two or 
three days at longeft. It was aiacrifice ; 
but love nnd honour demanded it (hould 
be fo; it v/as now the only means that 
could be taken to fecure the repofe of the 
woman he adored. His life he would 
gladly have yielded, even to the fword of 

his 
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his rival ; but the peace of Olivia he 
would never again . attempt to deftroy, 
Mr. Beevor had infonned him of the 
happy reconciliation that had taken place 
between her and Mr. Van^r How cruel 
would it then be again to plant the thorn 
of anguifli in the fpotlefs bofom of 
Olivia f ' 

Though Lord Davenport, from this 
accidental rneeting with Mrs. Vane^fe^f 
relieved from the heavieft burthen Opoa 
lus wounded- fpirits, becaufe it had con- 
vinced him, beyond a doiibt, the fair 
caufe of his fufFerings cheriflied no. re^ 
fentment againft him, in.confequence of 
which the next day be appearbd' aftonifh- 
ingly better ; yet it only ferved to make 
him more anxious for the moment of his 
departure, eager to fly the place that con- 
tained the only treafure he wiflied to pof- 
fefs ; but: which was now torn for ever 
from him. He left Bath in«a Hate of mind 
neither to be envied or condemned; far 
too wretched to cherifli the niofl: dillant 

ray 
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ray of hope tlmt he ever (hoiild be hap- 
py, and too feverely fmarting under the 
lafli of reproaclies brought upon himfelf, 
to admit, in the moft rigid of his cen- 
fures, a doubt byt that the poignancy of 
his feelings was a fufficient punifhment 
for wliatever had been wrong.in his con- 
duft. luord and Lady Davenport foon 
jeached Dover; from which. place they 
jpropofed going to Calais^ in their way to ^ 
^OQtpelier. 

No fooner was Lady Clifton made ac* 
•quninted with- Lord Davenport's depart* 
ure, thatofiic told the weldomie tidings to • 
'Mrs. Vane, who breathed a fitent but fer- 
vent wifli that t:hange of fcene might re- 
ftofc. his peace, and that health might: 
likewife ihed her moft indulgent favours 
to blcfs his remaining days. — The emaci- 
ated form fhe had feen fall lifelefs at her 
feet would, in fpite of her utmoft efforts- 
to forget it, fometimes haunt her tender 
imagination ; and Ibe thought it no breach 
of her duty to wifli happinefs to the dif- 

confolate. 
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confolate wanderer, who had once been 
dear, defervedly dear to her heart. 

Again our friendly and happy party 
partook in the cheerful and animating 
pleafures'of Bath; an4 Olivia, during 
her ftay, met with no rival to difpute her 
being juftly entitled to rank firft in the 
lift of beauty. — ^Vane was gratified and 
delighted at being pofleffed of the envied 
prize; and the admiration which ever fol- 
lowed the- footfteps of Oliyi^, now ferved 
only to increafe his tendernefs and atten- 
tion. 



END OF VOLUME II. 
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